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For the Religious Monitor. 


ON RELIGIOUS AFFECTIONS. Let 
love be without dissimulation.— 
Rom. xt. 9. 


In making an estimate of our 
condition before God, we are lia- 
ble to many mistakes. In this duty 
we are called to bring, not merely 
our external conduct to the “law 
and testimony” for trial ;—buteven 
ell our principles of action. The 
character of our affections must be 
tested. In ascertaining the char- 
acter of these, the greatest care- 
fulness is requisite. Mistakes here- 
in are dangerous. Forming too 
high an estimate of the character 
of these principles ;—judging them 
to be genuine, when in reality they 
are mere dissimulation, the delu- 
ded soul will rest in carnal secu- 
rity at an infinite distance from 
God. Forming too low an esti- 
mate—and, because he cannot el- 
evate his feelings to those raptures 
which others have boasted, doubt- 
ing the ex'stence of genuine undis- 
sembled affection in his own soul, 
the poor humble believer, almost 
heart-broken under the mistake, 
may conclude himself an utter 
stranger to the ways of godliness 
and ‘peace. 

Vou. I. 


There are counterfeits to every: 
Christian grace. Experience and 
observation may fully convince us, 
that there may be a kind of fer- 
vour—that there may be tempo- 
raty raptures, where there is no 
genuine affection. Hence the pre- 
priety and necessity of trying ev- 
ery spirit whether it be of God. 

In our text “love without dis- 
simulation,” is required. ‘The ob- 
jects of this love are not here spe- 
cified. There is no limitation as 
to objects. All proper objects of 
affection may therefore be under- 
stood; but in a more special man- 
ner, God and things heavenly and 
divine. The word love as here 
used includes the idea of esteem, 
desire, joy, delight and all other 
holy affections. These must be 
without dissimulation. They must 
be without hypocricy of any kind 
or degree. Genuine, sincere, un- 
dissembled affection is required. 

We propose then, taking occa- 
sion from these words, to enquire 
a little into the character of those 
religious affections which are gen- 
uine and undissembled: And then 
show how such affections may be 
cultivated. 

I. The character of those reli- 
gious affections which are genuine 
and undissembled. Here we ob- 
serve ;— 
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First. All genuine religious af- 
fections proceed from a renewed 
nature. . Tle truth of this obser- 
vation is evident from the word of 
God. In the scriptures all men, 
while in their natural estate, are 
represented as “ dead in trespasses 
and sins.” There are therefore 
no living principles of spiritual life 
and action. We areall by nature 
carnal:—and it is expressly de- 
clared that “ the carnal mind is en- 
mity against God; is not subject 
to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be, so that those who are in 
the flesh cannot please God.” Is 
it then possible that in the soul 
where remains a principle of ravk- 
est enmity against God, there can 
be any holy joy and delight in God? 
any holy affections towards him ? 
There may iudeed, be something 
resembling joy, as in the case of 
the stony ground hearer. There 
may be something resembling de- 
light, as in the case of one “ who 
has tasted of the good word of life, 
and the power of the world to 
come: But in the unregenerate 
sons of earth, these are only re- 
semblances ;—mere counterfeits of 
that true joy and delight in God 
experienced by the rea) Christian. 
From a_ polluted fountain, the 
streams which flow must also be 
polluted. ‘Who can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean? Not 
one.” Until sinful man is made 
an entire “ new creature” in Christ 
Jesus, he can have no genuine af- 
fection towards God :—Y ea instead 
of affection there is in his heart 
rank enmity leading to disobedi- 
ence and open rebellion against 
uod. 

Secondly. All genuine religious 
affections, are founded in know!l- 
edge. It is evident to the careful 
Christian observer, that many de- 
lude themselves with vague un- 
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meaning feelings. Have you not 
seen men so completely under the 
dominion of animal feelings that 
they even appeared to be in per- 
fect ecstacies, and yet wholly una- 
ble, when the foundation of their 
joy was sought to give an answer 
in any degree satisfactory’ 1! would 
even appeal to your own expe- 
rience :—Have you not, even when 
there was apparently nothing pe- 
culiar to excite, experienced a 
rapturous glow of feeling arising 
and sweiling for a moment, then 
suddenly passing away, leaving the 
mind as cold and carnal as before? 
These vague feelings are too fre- 
quently mistaken for religious af- 
fections: But they may be ac- 
counted for on principles wholly 
independent of divine grace, and 
they often are found where there 
has been no work of regeneration 
upon the soul. The very exist- 
ence of religious affections requires 
a definite object of affection, and 
a definite knowledge of that ob- 
ject. Ged is the supreme object 
of Christian aflection. Before any 
individual can love God and de- 
light in him, he must know God.— 
Now this object is not a mere ab- 
stract something, nothing or every 
thing, but a definite Being possess- 
ed of spec fic properties and per- 
fections. Where therefore. there 
is genuine affection towards God, 
there must of necessity be a 
knowledge of the divine perfec- 
tions. Nor is it suflicient that sin- 
ful creatures should merely know 
God as a God of perfection: De- 
vils well know this fact and yet can 
have no holy affections toward 
God. We must apprehend himas 
our covenant God, reconciled to us 
in Christ Jesus before we can have 
towards him any undissembled 
love. An absolute God is to every 
sinner a consuming fire. What ra- 
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tional creature could ever really 
and truly esteem and delight in a 
being whose perfections naturaily 
bound him to punish and destroy 
this creature? And is not this the 
case with God? Is not the ever- 
lasting curse of Jehovah denoun- 
ced ayainst the transgressor of his 
law? Let men, in trifling specu- 
lation talk as they please, every 
individual will find in his own ex- 
perience that it is impossible that 
a human being can dehght in him 
whom he views an eternal enemy. 
In order that we therefore, may 
love and delizht in God, it is ne- 
cessary that we should kuow him 
and trust in him as our covenant 
God, reconciled in Christ Jesus, 
and that all his perfections are 
pledged for our good. Whatever 
spiritual benefit may be considered 
an objectol religiousatlection, must 
necessarily be known. And all our 
knowledge of these spiritual ob- 
jects is connected with or flows 
from faith in the divine testimony 
concerning them. This knowl- 
edge then which is the proper foun- 
dation of ail genuine religious af- 
fection may properly be termed 
the knowledge of faith, and with- 
out it there is no affection. 
Thirdiy. All religious affections 
which are genuine,are in their rise, 
natural and spontaneous, and not 
the result of force or constraint: 
There is a possibility of acquiring 
a habit of working ap the animal 
feelings, to something resembling 
pious affection where there is no 
real affection. Man is a creature 
of habit, and scarcely any diffical- 
ty in the way of attaining a desired 
external character is too great to 
be removed by persevering at- 
tempts. There are many, for in- 
stance, who can command tears 
without the usual causes of tears. 
But what would you think of a 
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man’s love to his fellow, did he tell 
you he had acquired this affection 
by constraint of feeling? Would 
you not say that such a Constrain- 
ed feeling is altogether unworthy 
the name of afiection? A forced 
afjection is almost a contradiction 
interms. In its nature it is spon- 
taneous and free. If therefore we 
have any genuine atiection toward 
God and heavenly objects, it must 
arise naturally and freely, as a- le- 
gitimate consequence of a sense of 
excellence in the object, and of 
its suitableness to us. Although 
we may,by furnishing ourselves with 
suitable supplies of proper senti- 
ment, cultivate and improve aflec- 
tion: Yet by no mechanical pro- 
cess can we create affection. 

Fourthly. Genuine religious af- 
fections are permanent. ‘There are 
feelings which arise in peculiar 
times, and under peculiar circum- 
stances which feloneously take to 
themselves the name of pious af- 
fections. Likestrangers they may 
pay a passing visit, and strait are 
gone again. Such transient una- 
biding feeiings are altogether the 
name of religious aflections.— 
Those which are genuine are abi- 
ding principles; ‘They are perma- 
nent as their foundation. By this 
we do not mean that pious affec- 
tions have uniformly the same de- 
gree of strength, that they are al- 
ways in lively operation. This is 
not the case. Worldly objects 
may attract theattention of the im- 
perfect Christian and divide his af- 
fection But the principle re- 
mains. Asit is a truththat “ those 
whom God loveth, be loveth unto 
the end,’’ so as a consequence of 
this permanent divine love, the 
beloved child of God will love his 
heavenly Father. 

Fifthly. Genuine religious af- 
fections prompt to all the duties of 






































































































life. This is a criterion in testing 
the affections which if duly regard- 
ed would manifest to many that 
their love is mere dissimulation.— 
Have you not known individuals 
who have been brought to such 
deep convictions of sin that they 
appeared to be even in an agony ? 
And have you not known them re- 
lieved from this suffering in conse- 
quence (as they say) of having ex- 
perienced ahope ? Have yeu not 
followed them still farther, and 
found them rejoicing even in rap- 
tures? And after all returning to 
their homes, and living in the con- 
stantneglect of almost every Chris- 
tian duty ? 

The whole extent of this fanci- 
ed change may be experienced, 
and yet not one single spark of 
heavenly fire be kindled in the 
soul.—* Devils believe and trem- 
ble.””»—And those “ who have no 
root in themselves may fora time” 
receive the word with jey. How 
can that individual indulge a hope 
that bis “ love is without dissimula- 
tion,’ who can live from day to 
day, and from month to month, 
without turning his thoughts to 
heaven in holy meditation ? What 
evidence of such love, when the 
individual can live without reti- 
ring from the bustle of the world 
to converse with God in secret 
prayer? Where is evidence of 
such love, when that sacred vol- 
ume directing our course to heav- 
ei is seldom perused ?—when the 
family are not assembled evening 
and morning around the domestic 
altar, to offer up the appointed sa- 
crifice of prayer and praise? When 
the house of God, and the public 
ordinances of grace are either 
wholly neglected, or when perhaps 
there may be an attendance once 
or twice in the year to taste the 
symbols of our Saviour’s broken 
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body and shed blood—an ordi- 
nance which is profaned by hands 
which have not oftener (opportu- 
nity having been oliered) been lift- 
ed up in the sanctuary to bless Je- 
hovah’s name? And if there is 
no evidence of such love when du- 
ties are omitted, where is the evi- 
dence when there is an habitual 
breach of the law in committing 
acts forbidden? Where is evi- 
dence of undissembied Jove, when 
the holy name of the Most High 
is wickedly profaned ’——When 
God’s day of sacred rest is pros- 
tituted to vain amusements, or se- 
cular concerns ’—When man de- 
grades himself to the level of the 
brute that * wallows in the mire,” 
by ‘adding drunkenness to thirst ?”* 
—When he can indulge in sordid 
lust?—When without compunction 
the sacred laws of honour, truth 
and justice are violated? It isan 
eternal truth from the great Jehbo- 
vah that they “ who love him will 
keep his commandments. In the 
conduct of the most humble and 
obedient on earth, itis true there 
is much imperfection. But while 
the unregenerate dissembler indul- 
ges in sin, and rolls ‘ iniquity as a 
sweet morsel under his tongue,” 
the sincere lover of God. although 
he also fails in duty, and sins a- 

ainst his God, yet, ‘* what he thus 
= he allows not.” 

Sixthly. Genuine religious af- 
fections regulate the whole inner 
man. Through their influences 
corrupt appetites and passions are 
eradicated, and every excess of 
allowable enjoyment corrected.— 
This is the proper and necessary 
work of holy affections. They 
cannot peaceably occupy the same 
tenement, or inhabit the same 
dwelling with their deadly foes.— 
War, constant and determined will 
be maintained until complete vic- 
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tory shall be obtained. Not even 
an armistice here :—Itis a war of 
utter extermination. With those 
enemies which areso by perversion 
from their original end, there will be 
a war of correction. What feliow- 
ship hati righteousness with un- 
righteousness ? ‘Who can have 
the least pretence to “ love without 
dissimulation” while all the vic- 
ious passions and propensities of his 
sinful nature remain in full force ? 
Who, for instance, can suppose 
that he loves God while so attached 
to worldly things, that these objects 
are inhis mind by night and by 
day? The subject of his waking 
thoughts and midnight dreams ? 
Who can suppose that his love is 
uiidissembled; who is so attached to 
e.) th that for atrifle he will sacrifice 
every sacred principle of truth and 
honour ? take advantage of the 
ignorance or the necessity of his 
féllow and his brother man? It is 
not the general prevalence of such 
conduct nor eventhe sanctiongiven 
in the example of those reputed 
honest and honourable, that can 
make it other than direct enmity 
instead of love to God. “If any 
man thus love the world the love 
of the Fatheris notinhim.”? Who, 
again, who is under the influence 
of an envious and malicious spirit, 
has the love of God abiding in him? 
Nor is the criminality of this vice 
removed because it is a general 
evil, many indeed are the degrees 
in this vice. How is the origin 
of defamation of every kind, an 
evil prevalent and hurtful?  Al- 
though many may herein acquit 
themselves of crime by saying they 
mean no harm in talking lightly of 
a brother. Yet this will not -ex- 
cuse them before the rizhteous 
tribunal of Jehovah. What would 
you think of an individual who 
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would “ scatter fire-brands, arrows 
and death aud then say, am 1 not 
insport”? sit possible that holy 
affections can lodge in the soul 
that is possessed by such foul ma- 
lignaat spirits! Truly no. God hath 
declared that they who are guilty 
of such things are worthy of death. 
Genuine pious affections will never 
remain at rest in the soul until 
every vicious principle is des- 
troyed, and every excess of allow- 
able enjoy ment corrected. 

Lastly. Genuine affection will 
sustain the soul in the hour of trial. 
There are many when all is peace 
in the church and when there is 
nothing to disturb in God’s holy 
mountain “ who attach themselves 
to the followers of Jesus. In pro- 
cess of time they may work them- 
selves into a belief that their souls 
delight themselves in God, while 
all is false and insincere. Let 
proof of attachment to Christ and 
his cause be required at the ex- 
vense of blood, and where will these 
professors be found? The love 
of life is stronger than their love to 
God and things divine. Blessed 
be our God we are not now called 
to make such proof of our love. 
But if love to God is proved hypo- 
critical by apostacy in times of 
blood, what think you of that man’s 
love who will forsake religion and 
the society of the godly from fears 
of scofling, sneering infidelity ? Who 
would rather quit. the society of 
the godly than expose himself to 
the reproach and sarcasm of some 
beardless, brainless, sceptick ? 
The love of such is mere dissimu- 
lation. But true affection will 
sustain the soul in times most 
perilous, yea will survive “ the 
wreck of matter and the crush of 
worlds.” 

(To be continued.} 












































































































































































































































246 The Danger of depending 


THE DANGER OF DEPENDING ON 
RELIGIOUS IMPRESSIONS, 


In a Letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Georce Muir, lo a Friend in 
Glasgow, dated at Carnock, July 
30. 1747. 


1 Have yours of the 7th instant, 
and the postscript of it, anent J, 
R. when at Carnock, obliges me 
to write the substance of what pas- 
sed, that | may. leave you to judge 
for yourself. 

When talking about the impres- 
sion of scripture promises on the 
mind, whether suited to our pres- 
ent case or not, | said, there was 
not only great danger of laying 
stress on the impression but of iean- 
ingupon it wholly as an impres- 
sion, and not upon the scripiure 
inpressed, as it indeed is the word 
of God. ln which case, as com- 
mon as it is melancholy, | said, and 
do now aflirm, that such exercise, 
flowing from such a cause, is by no 
means divine faith, but believing 
something else than the written 
word ; and what shall | call it bat 
delusion ? That there is such im- 
aginary faith, is plain both from 
scripture and repeated experience. 

1. From scripture. If wehad 
not been in danger of being led 
aside by false delusive spirits, there 
would have been no need of 1 John, 
iv. 1. nor many other scriptures in 
our Bibles. And if Satan had the 
impudence and skill to make more 
than one unsuccessful attack upon 
the blessed and holy Jesus, with 
these very hellish inquiries, doubt- 
less we canpot expect to be ex- 
cused, nor are without the greatest 
danger in that respect. 

2. Experience, both of pre- 
tended and real saints, evinces the 
truth of this proposition. Ask 
some whoare lewd and profane, 


at least evidently graceless, what 
hope they have ' or what are the 
grounds of their hope for eternity ? 
they will tell you, such and such a 
scripture was tmpressed upon their 
minds at such a season, and on this 
impression they build, without ever 
knowing the savoury and sanctify- 
ing power of the word; an evidence 
they never believed it as the word 
of God. 

But this is not all; for those 
who are serious and must, in 
the judgment of charity, be ac- 
counted saints, have not their gar- 
meuts altogether untainted from 
this stain: This is evident, not 
only from a common propensity in 
most serious people to desire such 
impressions, but also from the 
manner in which they are receiv- 
ed andimproved by them. Ask 
some, | may say the most of that 
character, what is the ground of 
their doubts and fears about their 
souls ? and they will probably an- 
swer, “| never have scripture 
promises brought in upon my mind 
as other Christians have and thence 
I fear | am no heir to these promi- 
ses!” though they have ali the 
new covenent promises made to 
them particularly in the word, for 
the obedience of faith. 

Moreover in numberless instan- 
ces scripture impressions are re- 
ceived, and the greatest stress laid 
upon them, while they know not 
that such aword is in the Bible. 
And then what use is made of these 
things by the best? A waiting for 
such impressions as the rule of 
their duty, the ground of their faith, 
and the foundation of their comfort, 
by these means laying aside the 
Bible altogether. Thus, in a few 
sentences, | have shewn that there 
is such imaginary faith, and now 
shall endeavour to prove the un- 
reasonableness and delusion ofsuch 
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a practice ; or, to use milder terms, 
to shew that it is quite foreign to 
divine faith. 

1. Divine faith answers to 
God’s faithfulness in the promise, 
as it stands in the written word, 
without expecting or looking for 
any further confirmation of the 
warrant aud ground of faith; but 
such faith as we speak of answers 
to something else than the bare 
word of God ;—to an impression 
of it on the mind, with light and 
power, as some say, which is plain- 
ly making the warrant and ground 
of believing to consist in the im- 
pression, and not in the word, in 
which alone the divine faithfulness 
is plighted. 

2. Divine faith sees the naked 
promise of the covenant to be 
warrantably intermeddled with, in 
consequence of the free sovereign 
call and offer of grace without any 
impression of it upon the mind ; or, 
ifit is impressed, from whatever 
airth, doesnot look on such im- 
pression as giving them any better 
warrant or further title to believe 
the promise impressed than they 
had before, or to render the accom- 
plishment of the promise more sure 
than it was as recorded in the 
Bible. But the other kind of faith 
will have nothing to do with the 
promise, dare not intermeddle with 
it, as it stands in the written word, 
unless they have at least an addi- 
tional warrant, from its being im- 
pressed 

3. Divine faith will have 
nothing as its immediate object 
but the written word ; whereas, as 
was hinted, such chimerical faith 
will rest upon the impression of 
what it does not so muchas know 
to be the Lord’s word. 

4. Divine faith stands not in 
the wisdom of man, but in the 
power of God ; but a faith that hath 
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impressions for its object, stands 
in the wisdom of the author of such 
impressions, who, | am afraid, isy 
for the most part, an evil designing 
spirit, who, finding other methods 
unsuccessful, will thus transform 
himself into an angel of light, if, by 
such means, he may gild over his 
infernal pills, that they may pass 
unobserved. And it might perhaps 
be even safe to aftirm that this 
mysterious deceit is one of the 
strongest pillars of Satan’s kingdom 
in this world. He loves to be 
worshipped ; and when any im- 
pression, of which he is_ the 
author, is rested in, he gets his de- 
sire, and effectually gains his end. 

I shall only mention, 5th/y, That 
whereas divine faith will be exer- 
cised about, and rest on a bare 
promise, without the least sensible 
manifestation, or even without rea- 
son itself, (as in the case of Abram,) 
to support it; this other kind of 
faith extinguishes with the impres- 
sion. And no wonder it fail, when 
the foundations are destroyed. 

However, | am far from doubt- 
ing that the heirs of the grace ef 
life have often scriptures impress- 
ed upon their minds, and are hap- 
pily enabled at the same : time to 
make a scriptural improvement of 
them, by receiving, believing, re- 
joicing, and resting in the seripture 
impressed ; not at all because it is 
impressed, but because it is a part 
of the Lord’s mind as delivered to 
usin his written word, the only 
fall, complete, and perfect rule of 
our faith and manners. 

Another branchof our conver- 
sation was upon fhat of getting 
scripture promises impressed in 
the behalf of others ; which, I must 
confess, I see no ground to regard 
at all, knowing no shadow of foun- 
dation for it in the scriptures of 
truth ; and if it is not founded up- 
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on, as well as agreeable to, the law 
and the testimony, | would avhor 
the error, aud treat it as it de- 
serves. But this (as it appears to 
me at least) is altogether coutrary 
to the Bible, introducing new rev- 
elations, and thence laying a foun- 
dation for believing lies ; a prac- 
tice absolutely cursed by the Holy 
Ghost, Rev. xxi. 18. And who 
dare bless where Jehovah has pro- 
nounced his anathema ? 

That believing promises for an- 
other, or for future events of any 
kind, is an addition to the canon 
that is complete n all-its parts, will 
appear upon the least reflection: 
For, (except the prophets and a- 
postles, holy men of God, who 
spake by immediate and tnffallible 
inspiration allenarly, as the rule of 
eur duty,) who hath known the 
mind of the Lord with respect to 
things in reserve for any one in 
particular, or for a land, nation, or 
people in general? It is true, “the 
secret of the Lord is said to be 
with them that fear him ;”’ but this 
can be understood of nothing else 
than the secrets of his covenant, 
which. though revealed to all ina 
gospel dispe:sation, yet are unin- 
teligible mysteries, and secrets to 
every one who is a stranger to Je- 
sus Christ. But, more particular- 
ly, what can it be esle than a new 
revelation. for a person, upon such 
a scripture as Luke, vii. 6.—11. 
being impressed on their mind, to 
believe that their sick friend shall 
recover? Or upon Mark, v. 35. 
to the end, or Luke, vii. 11.—16. 
being impressed to believe that 
their deceased friend shall rise 
from the dead. 

It is certain, indeed, that many 
practical proofs. of the former at 
least, have been known to hold 
good, but that will never support 
the doctrine ; because, 
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1. Satan, the grand deceiver, 
who, through some thousand years 
experience, has acquired an un- 
common skill into the frame, disea- 
ses, and constitution of the human 
body, and thence is very capable 
of discovering when a peron may 
recover, even though all physicians 
may lose the most distant hope ; 
he. I say, may, and does impress 
such scriptures, andif the event 
is a greeable, the intimation is 
looked uon as of divine authority. 

2. Because, in many instances, 
this rule faiis, which is an evidence 
that the author of such impres- 
sions was a liar from the beginning, 
and that they were not from the 
Lord, who has faithfulness for the 
girdle of his loins. And here I 
might add, as a further proof of its 
extract, the ordinary custom of ob- 
serving every time it holds, and 
overlooking wherein it fails. But, 

Thirdly, That these miracles, to 
which such scriptures refer, are no 
part of the new covenant bles- 
sings promised to us and to our 


children, but were only wrought 


as a confirmation of the divinity 
and mission of Jesus Christ: And 
though the same power was trans- 
ferred to the apostles, for confirm- 
ing the doctrine of the risen and 
enthroned Saviour, in the dawn of 
Christianity, yet, doubtless,all such 
gifts have now «eased ; and, there- 
fore, to make such improvement 
of these scriptures, must be in us 
the highest presumption. Nor are 
we to expect any revelation with 
respect to the state or case of an- 


- other, though it is often pretended. 


With how much justice, I leave 


_ you to determine, can we imagine 


that a person has any warrant from 
the word of God to believe one 
absolute new covenant promise for 
another; and thence rest assured 
that such an one is, or shall be 








brought within the bond of the 
coveuant. If this cannot be sup- 
posed, ther, of consequence, such 
faith ts founded upon a new re- 
velation, and is therefore false and 
delusive. 

itis just the same with respeet 
to one’s particular case oer circum- 
stance, when scriptures are impres- 
sed on the mind of another aboutit, 
and they from thence draw peremp- 
tory conclusions, that the Lord 
will do soand so in their behalf. 
Yea, such lengths have | known 
some go, that they said they were 
assure of such a promise beg 
accomplished to such a person, as 
they were of their own salvation. 
Now, if the foundation of this par- 
ticular faith in the behali of others 
is not laid in the Bible, should not 
we reject it with abhorrence, and 
brand the delusion with eternal 
infamy ? 

But that it really has no such 
foundation, willappear from the 
very call to believe, as well from 
-the promise or testimony to be 
believed. 1. From the call.—lt 
is particularly addressed to every 
one for themselves, * If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink ;”? and, * Whosoever will, 
let him take of the water of life 
freely,” John, vii. 37. Rev. xxii. 
17. Whence, as well as from 
many other passages, itis evident, 
that a person is not called te be- 
lieve that another may have life, 
but that he himself may be saved. 
And thus the promise runs in the 
same channel, John vii. 38. “* He 
that believeth on me, out of his 
belly shall flow rivers of living 
waters ;’’ where we sec the bless- 
ing promised does not extend to 
another person. 2. The whole 


new covenant promises, whether 

as made to all who hear the Gospel 

for the obedience of faith. or to 
Vor. |. 
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believers themselves in a suitable- 
ness to their various weeds, are 
addressed in the same particular 
manner ; as Ezek, xxxvi. 25. “J 
will sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shail be clean,” &c. where 
you see itis as particular as words 
can make it; or, in Isaiah, |. x. 
‘** Who is among you that feareth 
the Lord? &c. let him trust in the 
name of the Lord, and stay himself 
upon his God.” In which the 
Holy Ghost does not say, let another 
trust 1» the name of the Lord upon 


his account, but let him do it, and 


that for himself. 
Now, is it not being wise above 
what is written, to extend the 
peony beyond the kmits set b 
nfinite Wisdom ’ aad seeing this 
is the case, it would be horrid 
blasphemy to suppose, that the 
Holy Ghost, in operation, wouid 
act inconsistent with that word of 
which he is the author. And there- 
fore it is evident, that the author 
of such faith must be auother spirit 
than he whois the author of the 
word ; for God will be true, though 
every man bea liar. And if this 
practice is unwarrantable in itself, 
so it is no less dangerous in its 
consequences ; as it tends to lead 
the person on whose mind such 
imp: ession is made, to misinterpret 
and wrest the scriptures, imagining 
the Lord to say this or that to 
them, to be applied to whose case 
or circumstance soever they please. 
And then if the person on whose 
behalf these impressions were be- 
lieved, comes to know that such an 
one, whom they think to be a saint, 
gets such discoveries from the Lord 
concerning them they are ready to 
rest in this, and so come short of 
real personal! and particular appli- 
cation of the promise for them- 
selves ;a rock on which, I doubt 
not, many have split, and on which 
32 
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your worthless correspondent had 
wei nigh perished. 

From all this, | by no meaus in- 
fer that a person should not pray 
for, and thus do good to all, and 
especially to the household of faith ; 
but as this is to be done with the 
greatest singleness and love, so 
with the utmost caution and resig- 
nation, not pretending on the one 
hand to loose themselves froma duty 
so incumbent, nor on the other, to 
determine what is only the Lord’s 
prerogative to know. If it was not 
for the disciples with whom Jesus 
tabernacles in person, to know the 
times and seasons, it would be pre- 
sunptuous for usto pretend the 
knowledge of future events. But 
vain man would be wise and 
seeking to be wise becomes a fool. 

It is true, there may be some 
circumstances that give ground of 
encouragement to them who are 
concerned on account of others, 
such as spiritual enlargement ; the 
work of tne Holy Ghost on their 
souls, hearty concern, aud the hke. 
But these things are no foundation 
to draw absolute conclusions from, 
for they may all concur, when the 
Lord does not intend to bestow 
the blessing sought for another. 
From all which it would appear, 
that pray for others we ought, 
though believe for them we can by 
nomeans. From the whole my 
dear friend, it is evident, that a 
great deal of what is reckoned true 
practical religion in our day, when 
weighed in the balance of the sanc- 
tuary, will be found wanting. O 
what a dreadful mistake not to be 
acquainted with Satan’s devices ! 
who knows sv very well how to 
lessen our esteem of the divine 
testimony, by cloathing bis own 
hellish impressions upon our minds 
with the words ofthe Holy Ghost 
and thus driving numbersof be- 
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nighted souls to the pit witha lie 
in their right band, and causing 
many, even of the vessels of mercy, 
to dishonour their God and Sayiour, 
ina manner that passes without 
observation. 
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From the Columbian Star. 


Mr. Epiror, 

The fact is now well ascertained, 
that ecclesiastical historians have 
suffered the true history of the 
Waldenses to remain in obscurity. 
Even in cases where they are not 
actually misrepresented by the o- 
mission of truth. a false colouring 
is given to their character; for 
thev are exhibited to the world as 
less amiable and less pious than 
they really were. 

Mr. Jones. in his excellent his- 
tory of the Christian Church, bas 
very thoroughly and satisfactorily 
investigated their origin and char- 
acter, their progress and zealous 
devotion to the cause of truth, and 
detailed with faithfulness the nu- 
merous and violent persecutions, to 
which for several centuries they 
were almost incessantly subjected. 
As most of your readers probably 
do not enjoy the privilege of read- 
ing this valuable work, | am indu- 
ced to present to them a condens- 
ed history of ZETHAR. 


THE WALDENSES AND ALBIGENSES. 
NO. I. 


The principality of Piedmont 
derives its name from the circum- 
stance of its being situated at the 
foot of the Alps—which divide It- 
aly from France, Switzerland and 
Germany. It is bounded on the 
east by the dutchies of Milan and 
Montferrat; on the north by Sa- 
voy ; on the west by France; and 
on the south by the ountry of Nice 
and the territory »f Genoa. In 








former times it constituted a part 
of Lombardy. but more recently 
has been subject to the king of Sar- 
dinia, who resides at Turin, the 
capital of the province. It is an 
extensive tract of rich and fruitful 
valleys, embosomed in mountains, 
intersected with deep and rapid 
rivers, and exhibiting in strong con- 
trast, the beauty and pleuty of Par- 
adise, in sight of frightful precipi- 
ces, wide lakes of ice, and stupen- 
dous masses of never—wasting 
snow. The whole country is an 
interchange of hill and dale— 
mountain and valley—traversed by 
four principal rivers; the Po, the 
Tanaro, the Stura and the Dora, 
besides 28 rivulets, great and small, 
which, winding in different direc- 
tions, contribute to the fertility of 
the valleys. Several of the val- 
leys are strongly fortified by nature, 
on account of their many difficult 
passes, and bulwarks of rocks and 
mountains; ‘asi! (says Mr. Mor- 
Jand) the all-wise Creator had from 
the beginning designed that place 
as a cabinet wherein to put some 
inestimable jewel, or in which to 
reserve many thousand souls, who 
should not bow the knee before 
Baal.” 

In these, while Antichrist was at 
the zenith of his power, thousands 
of the disciples of Christ were 
found, preserving the faith, in its 
purity, adhering to the simplicity 
of Christian worship, patiently 
bearing the cross after Christ; men 
distinguished by their fear of God, 
and obedience to his will, and per- 
secuted only for righteousness’ 
sake. 

During the seventh and cight 
centuries, several bishops and 
churches, becoming alarmed at the 
extent of the papal usurpations, 
made a firm stand, rejected the 
communion of the Pope, and re- 
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solved to oppose all further en- 
croachments of the Roman pontiff. 
Among them was Paulinus, bishop 
of Aquileia, in Italy. Possessinga 
strong and enlightened mind, he 
combated most of the abominations 
of his times, and with some other 
Italian bishops, even went so far 
asto condemn the decrees of the 
famous second council of Nice, 
which had established the worship 
of images. In a treatise on the 
eucharist, Paulinus undertook to 
reiute the absurd doctrine of tran- 
substantiation, which, among other 
prevalent corruptions, tien began 
to be generally propagated. He 
affirmed that the eucharist was 
nothing more than a piece of bread, 
and that it was beneficial or injuri- 
ous to him who partook of it, ac- 
cording as he had or had not faith 
in that which was signified by it. 
He poured the utmost contempt 
upon the sacrifice of the mass, 
stated the scripture doctrine of 
Christ’s priestly office, as after the 
order of Melchisedec ; and vindi- 
cated his incarnation and cruci- 
fixion, as the true and only propi- 
tiatory cacrifice forsin. He stern- 
ly opposed the Arian heresy, boid- 
ly asserting the Divinity and eter- 
nal pre-existence of the Son of 
God. In the language of Dr. 
Allix, “* be denied what the church 
of Rome affirms with relation to 
many of its leading tenets, and 
affirmed what the church of Rome 
denies.’ 


The early history of the Wal- 
denses is so intimately connected 
with that of Craupe, Bishop of 
Turin, that we shall be justified in 
introducing here a short account 
of his life, labours, and doctrines. 
This truly great man, who has not 
improperly been called the first 
Protestant Reformer, was born in 
Spain. In his early vears, he was 
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chaplain to Lewis the Meek, king 
oi France and Enperor of the west. 
He was even tien im high repute 
for his knowledge of the Scriptures, 
and his distinguished talents as a 
preacher. “In consequence, of 
these (saysthe Abbe Fleury ) Lewis, 
perceiv'ng the deplorable ignorance 
of a great part of Italy, in regard to 
the aoctrives of the Gospel, and de- 
sirous of providing the churches of 
Piedmont with one who might stem 
the growing torrent of image wor- 
shi;, promoted Claude to the see 
of Karin, about the year 817. In 
this event, we see Divine Provi- 
dence so ordering, as in the very 
worst of times to prepare ‘a seed 
to serve God, and a generation to 
cail him blessed.” 

Claude ably defended and illus- 
trated the Scriptures, and drew 
the attention of multitudes to their 
plain and simple meaning, nnadul- 
terated by the corruptions of the 
Catholic priesthood, His zeal 
was especially directed against 
images, relics, pilgrimages, and 
crosses. The monks, however, 
did not suffer him quietly to pursue 
his efforts for reformation, but re- 
viled him as a_ blasphemer, anda 
heretic ; and many of his own peo- 
ple became so refractory, that in a 
little time he went about in fear 
of his life. But, supported by the 
testimony of a good conscience, 
and confidence in the goodness of 
his cause, he persevered, and with 
unshaken fidelity exposed the errors 
of his time. Hemaintained that 
* Jesue Christ alone is the head of 
the church,” thus striking immedi- 
ately at the root of the first princi- 
pleof popery—the vicarious oftice 
of the Roman pontiff. He utterly 
discarded the doctrine of human 
worthiness in the article of justifi- 
cation, and maintained that men 
are justified by faith, without the 
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deeds ofthe law. He pronounced 
anathemas against tradition in mat- 
ters of religion, and thus drew the 
attention of men to the word of 
God, and that aigne as the ground 
ofa Christian’ s faith. 

He contended that the church 
was subject to errour, and denied 
that prayers for the dead can be of 
aily use to those who have demand- 
ed them ; while he lashed in the 
severest manner the superstition 
and idolatry which every where 
abounded under the countenance 
and authority ofthe see of Rome. 
His writings were voluminous, 
among which, his letters to Dunga- 
lus and Theodemirus, who had re- 
proached him asa heretic and a 
teacher of new doctrines, are much 
celebrated on account of their re- 
semblance in spirit and style to the 
writings of Luther. By his preach- 
ing and valuable writings he dis- 
seminated the doctrine of the King- 
dom of Heaven—and the effects 
ultimately produced by it were 
glorious. The valleys of Pied- 
mont were in time filled with his 
disciples, and while midnight dark- 
ness enveloped a:most every other 
portion of the globe, the inhabi- 
tants of these “valleys preserved 
the Gospel among them in its real 
purity, and rejoiced i in its glorious 
light. 

Into these sequestered valleys, 
during the dark ages. when feudal 
anarchy distracted the civil govern- 
ments, and a flood of superstition 
had deluged the church. Christian- 
ity, banished from the seats of 
empire, and loathing the monkish 
abodes of indolence and _ vice, 
meekly retired. Finding there a 
race of men, unarrayed im hostile 
armour, uncontaminated by the 
doctrines and commandments of an 
apostate church, unam» tious in 
their temper, and simple in their 
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manners, she preferred their so- 
ciety, and among them took up her 
abode. 

Remote from the influence of 
noisy parties, and little conversant 
with hterature, we can scarcely 
expect any notice of them, until 
their increase and prosperity ex- 
cited the attention of ambition and 
avarice, and occasioned it to be 
rumoured in the neighbouring ec- 
clesiastical states that a numerous 

eople occupied the southern val- 
love of the Alps, whose faith and 
practice differed from those of the 
Romish church; who paid no 
tithes, and offered no mass, wor- 
shipped no saints, nor had recourse 
to any of the prescribed means for 
redeeming their souls from purga- 
tory. The neighbouring prelates, 
finding these people were not to be 
controlled by the authority, nor 
awed by the denunciations of the 
church of Rome, demanded the 
aid of the civil power. The 
princes and nobles of the adjacent 
countries at first refused to disturb 
them ; for they had beheld with 
pleasure their simple manners, 
their uprightness and integrity, 
their readiness to oblige, and to 
discharge all the duties of civil 
and social life. ‘The clamour of 
the Romish clergy, however, pre- 
vailed, and the civil power was 
armed against the peaceable and 
inoffensive inhabitants of the val- 
leys. Scaffolds were erected and 
fires kindled at Turin and other 
cities around them. Many suffer- 
ed martyrdom with all the fortitude 
and constancy of faith. Multitudes, 
however, fled like defenceless 
sheep from these devouring wolves. 
They crossed the Alps, and travel- 
led in every direction, as Provi- 
dence and the prospect of safety 
eonducied them, into Germany, 
dngland, France, Italy, and other 


countries. Their worth every 
where drew attention, and their 
doctrine formed increasing circles 
around them. The storm which 
threatened their destruction, only 
scattered them as the precious 
seed of the future glorious reform- 
ation of the Christian church. 
From the time of their dispersion, 
till the elose of the twelfthcentury, 
our materials relative to this afflict- 
ed people are scanty—and what 
we have, are mostly derived from 
Catholic writers, or the enemies 
of all religion. 


—S+o 


ON THE PARDON OF SIN, AND AC- 
CEPTANCE WITH GOD. 


In the Gospel of Christ, truths 
of the highest moment are so clear- 
ly revealed, the manifestation of 
God’s goodness and mercy is so 
gloriously displayed, that with 
peculiar propriety it may be styled 
the ministration of the Spirit, the 
manifestation of the truth, The 
truth of this position is fully estab 
lished, by the discovery it has 
made of the scheme of redemption ; 
and the assurance it gives of pardon 
ofsin, and acceptance with God, 
through the atonement and media- 
tion of Christ. This discovery, 
indeed, of the interposition of 
Christ for the recovery of the 
human race, is the glory and’tri- 
umph of Christianity ; a discovery 
of mercy and goodness, which far 
transcends every humanidea. By 
a fatal apostacy, man had lost the 
original rectitude of his nature ; he 
had forfeited all communion with 
God, and was become a vagabond 
from the presence of the Lord. 
In this case, what was to be done ? 
By what means was pardoning 
mercy to be dispensed ; and the 
sinver again restored to the favour 
ofthis Creator? To this inquiry, 
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unassisted reason never could give 
an answer inany degree satisfac- 
tory. The effects of Jehovah’s 
bounty and munificence, every 
where discernible in the works of 
creation, might indeed lead men 
toinfer, that goodness was an attri- 
bute essential to the divine nature ; 
but stillthis never could inspire 
them with full confidence, thatGod 
would pardon the crimes and offen- 
ces of his rebellious subjects. 
Even in this world under the pre- 
sent moral administration of the 
Almighty, men often feel to their 
mournful experience, that God 
is just, as well as merciful ; how 
then can can they be assured, that 
ina future world he will not inflict 
on every transgressor of his law 
the deserved punishment? Besides 
if God is a Being of absolute per- 
fection in aninfinite degree, justice 
must be an attribute as essential 
to his nature as goodness ; and if 
justice is an essential attribute im 
the divine nature, then it follows, 
that justice must be satisfied, in 
some one way or other, before 
pardon and forgiveness can be dis- 
pensed to the oilending culprit. 
To say that God will exercise one 
attribute in a higher degree than 
another, or that he will exalt his 
goodness upon the ruins of his 
justice, is just in other words say- 
ing, That God is not a being of in- 
finite perfection. But who of the 
sons of Adam could satisfy divine 
justice, and yield a perfect and 
sinless obedience to the holy and 
perfect law of God? Here revela- 
tion comes to our relief fallo! sove- 
reign consolation to the wound- 
ed conscience. It discovers to us, 
a plan of superabundant goodness, 
a plan which the supreme Lord of 
all could alone devise ; because he 
alone was competent to judge, by 
what mncans pardon might be dis- 
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pensed to the sinner, in a consis- 
tancy with the eternal rectitude of 
his moral administration: ‘ God 
so lovedthe world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in himshould not perish, 
but have everlasting life. The 
Son of God loved us, and gave 
himself for us.”” By his interpo- 
sition, the execution of justice up- 
on maukind was prevented, and 
yet the authority of this great Law- 
giver vindicated, and the honour 
of his law maintained. By fully 
satisfying divine justice, he has 
opened a way, uot only for the dis- 
play of mercy, but has even ren- 
dered the exercise of mercy an 
act of essential justice to every 
believer io him. There is now 
no condemnation to them who are 
in Christ Jesus, for being justified 
by faith we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his 
b:ood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins, and that. 
he might be just, and the justifier 
of him who believeth in Jesus. 
We are aware that the doctrine 
of reconciliation and acceptance 
with God, through the perfect and 
finished righteousness of Christ, is 
a doctrine by no means eithen 
fashionable in the present day, or 
avreeable to the corrupted nature 
ofman. Hisclaim to the kingdom 
of heaven, he is very much. dispos- 
ed to rest upon something done 
or to be done by himself. Hence 
he is led to hope and believe, that 
God will, in his infinite goodness 
and mercy, remit something of the 
severity of his law, and that repen- 
tance and reformation will be suf- 
ficient to recommend him to the 
favour and acceptance of God. 
This doctrine, however plausi- 
ble it may appear, and however 





agreeable and flattering it may be 

to the natural pride of the human 

heart, is a doctrine palpably ab- 

surd, and in direct contradiction to 

the plainest language oi the oracles 

of truth. The ceremonies, the 

lustrations, the penances, the mor- 

tifications, and aboveall the animal 
sacrifices of the heathen nations, 
are striking and convincing prools, 
that they thought that repentance 
and reformation were not of them- 
selves suflicient to appease the 
wrath of their divinities, and to 
procure their favour. ‘The uni- 
versal practice of animal sacrifices, 
and shedding of blood, shows with 
the force almost of demonstration, 
that they believed, that after all 
they could do for themselves, 
something must be done or suffered 
by some other being, before they 
could be restored to the favour of 
God. Had repantence and re- 
formation been reckoned sufficient 
of themselves to expiate guilt, and 
recommend tothe fa our and ac- 
ceptance of God, propitiatory sa- 
crifices never would have been so 
universally prevalent. But be- 
sides, this scheme of reconciliation 
with God is founded upon a sup- 
position, that our repentance and 
reformation is absolutely perlect 
and complete. When a man ceases 
to be personally displeasing, and 
ofcourse personally pleasing toGod 
he must have returned to an un- 
interrupted course of obedience, 
without the least inclination, or 
the slightest tendency to vice.— 
But isa repentance so perfect, a 
reformation so complete, any 
where to be found among beings so 
imperfectand corruptedas we are ? 
Tosay that human nature is in 
such a state of perfection, is a pre- 
sumptuous vain boast. Nothing 


Is more certain, than that buman 
nature is in a state of great moral 
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weakness and disorder. Let eve- 

ry man consult his own experience, 

and it will furnish him witb sufli- 

cient proofs ofthe melancholy truth 

of the enfeebled state of his moral 

powers. A very little attention 
will be necessary to discern, that 
his inclinations and affections run 
not naturally in the right channel ; 
that he has not that strength to 
overcome evil, and to do good, 
that is necessary to his attaining 
that complete reformation, which 
can render him personally accept- 
able to God. All our hopes, all 
our dependance, on what we our- 
selves can do, are fallacious, vis- 
ionary, and vain. Our own obe- 
dience, ourown righteousness, is 
a mere refuge of lies. The law of 
God is perfect, it cannot admit of 
even the smallest deviation from 
moral rectitude, it peremptorily 
requires a sinless obedience. But 
where isa perfect righteousness to 
be found among the sens of Adam ? 
Can any of his descendants say, I 
have made my hands clean, I 
am free from mine iniquity? Dare 
any man come before the awful 
tribunal of a righteous God, and 
plead an obedience in every point, 
adequate to the purity and per- 
fection of the divine law? 

But, admitting our repentance 
and reformation to be absolutely 
periect and complete, still this can 
be no assurance to us, that the 
punishment of former iniquities 
will be remitted. From whence 
do we Jeara, that repentance and 
future good beliaviour will oblit- 
erate past guilt. and reimstate us in 
the favour of God? No such doe- 
trine is taught in the scriptures. 
The scriptures plainly and une- 
quivocally declare, that without 
shedding of blood there is no re- 
mission of sins Repentance is 
nothing more than a hearty sorrow 
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for sin, anda resolution and en- 
deavour to conform for the time to 
come, in all our actions to the law 
of God. Now, let this sorrow for 
sin this resolution of c-aendment, 
be as sincere and perfcct as possi- 
ble, will it annihilate what is past ? 
It can have no such power. Our 
former iniquities remain uncancel- 
led. They are registered in the 
records of heaven, aud our future 
good deeds can have no eflicacy 
whatever in wiping them out. 
They only answer for themselves, 
and have no merit to cover past 
offences. This doctrine is com- 
pletely verified by universal ex- 
perience, and by events and oc- 
currences which are daily obtrud- 
ing themselves upon our notice. 
In the common course of provi- 
dence, we frequently observe, that 
future good behaviour does not 
prevent the natural ill consequen- 
ces ofa vicious and immoral life. 
When men proceed beyond certain 
bounds in imprudence and misbe- 
haviour, repentance comes too late 
to prevent the evils and miseries 
which, like an armed force, break 
in upon them. Reformation, in 
many instances, is of no avail 
towards preventing poverty, dis- 
ease, infamy, and the sad train of 
miseries naturally annexed to folly 
and extravagance. ‘The ill effects 
of intemperance and debauchery, 
of a thoughtless and dissolute life, 
are often felt after a complete re- 
formation has taken place. ‘the 
most pungentgrief, the most sincere 
repentence, will not restore that 
health and good fame, which has 
been impaired and ruined by for- 
mer sensuality, intemperance, and 
profligacy. The deepest horror 
and remorse will not shield the 
murderer against the sword of 
jdstice. nor avert the punishment 
denounced by the law against so 


barbarous and unnatural a crime. 
Now, ifunder God’s government 
of his creatures our sorrow and 
amendment does not prevent our 
suffering the natural penal conse- 
quences of our crimes, we have 
certainly no reason to believe that 
they will avert the vengeance due 
to them, in another and a future 
world, which is under the govern- 
ment of the same Almighty Being. 

But perhaps it may be said, that 
itis by no means disputed, that 
after all our repentance and re- 
formation, there is still ample room 
for the exercise of pardoniug mercy 
and in this consists the grace of 
God, forgiving the deficiency of 
our repentance and obedience 
for the sake, and through the 
merits of Christ. Here again, the 
natural pride of man shews itself. 
Since he cannot come in for the 
whole merit of his justification be- 
fore Ged, founded on his own obe- 
dience, he is determined, at any 
rate, to lay claim to a share. 
Wien his repentance and reform- 
ation are brought to the test, and 
found insufficient, when they are 
weighed in the balance, and found 
wanting, he has recourse to the 
merits of Christ to make up the 
deficiency. ‘This scheme, however 
specious and plausible it may ap- 
pear, is, in our humble apprehen- 
sion, a piece of the most gross and 
fatal delusion that can be possibly 
conceived. It evidentty supposes, 
that the merits of Christ are only 
intended to compensate for certain 
defects and impertetions in our 
own obedience. It se:pposes, that 
the blood of Christ is only mtended 
to wash out certain blots and stains 
adhering to our own works ; and 
therefore, till we have done our 
part of the work, we have no right 
to his merits, we can derive no 
benefit from his blood. This is a 








most uncomfortable doctrine, a 
doctrine totally devoid of all con- 
solation to the awakened sinner, 
as well asin itselfevidently absurd. 
It is impossible that we can be cer- 
iain, that we have done our part, 
and yet till that is done, Christ's 
part can avail us nothing. We 
amuse Ourselves with such theories 
as this, but they are idle and vain 
speculations. Ifwe examine the 
scriptures, we wili find, that it is 
specilied by no law of grace, that 
having done so much for our own 
acquittal, Christ will perform the 
rest. ‘The Gospel informs us, that 
working, of whatever kind, and 
under whatever law, as a ground 
of our acceptance, is entirely ex- 
cluded. It expressly, declares, 
that what was required on our 
part, whether as to fulfilling the 
precepts, or suffering the penalty 
of the law, was, to the utmost de- 
mand of justice, performed by 
Christ our glorious substitute. 
Now, if in our place and stead, 
Christ gave all that satisfaction 
that justice could exact, then there 
remains nothing to be performed 
on the part of the sinner, in order 
to his justification. No one we 
presume, will dispute, that the 
finished righteousness of Christ is 
a perfect righteousness ; but if it 
is a perfect righteousness, then 
surely, nothing that we ourselves 
can do, can render it more perfect, 
neris it necessary that our obe- 
dience should be subjoined to it, 
in order to our obtaining one blese- 
ing,or averting one evil. It de- 
servesalso to be remarked, that 
our sincere obedience, which is 
supposed to have such mighty merit 
isthe fruit of our justification, and 
by consequence never can, in the 
smallest hanes, be the grouud of 
our acceptance with God. By 
the law of work, obedience was to 
Vor. I. 





and acceptance with God. 257 


be followed by justification, man 
was to do and live; but under the 
law of grace, this order is com- 
pletely inverted, justification is 
followed by a sincere though im- 
perfect obedience. Let no man, 
then, trust to his repentarice and 
sincere obedience, as the ground 
of his justification; but let him rest 
only in aim who finished transgres- 
sion. and made reconciliation for 
iniquity; and thereby brought in 
an everlasting righteousness, in 
which all the seed of Israel shall 
be justified. The righteousness 
of God, which is by faith of Christ 
Jesus unto all, and upon all that 
believe.is to every humble believer 
the shadow of a great rock in a 
weary land; a tabernacle for a 
shadow in the day time for the heat, 
a place of refnge, a covert from 
storm and from rain. This is a 
rock upon which he may build his 
house for eternity; a.house, which 
descending rains, and roaring 
floods, and raging winds, shall 
never be able to overturn, 


; 
RVEIEW OF DR. MURDOCK’S SER- 


MON ON TRE NATURE OF THE 
ATONEMENT. 


Our readers will doubtless re- 
collect that in a former number, 
we noticed a Sermon on the Nature 
of the Atonement, by Professor 
Murdock of the Andover Theolo- 
gical Seminary which was consid- 
ered unscriptural. We are now 
able to institute a comparison be- 
tween some of Dr. M.’s senti- 
ments and the testimony of the 
Scriptures, which we believe, will 
be sufficient to shew, that from 
whatever source he has derived 
his theory, it cannot be from the 
wordof God. But not to dealin 
bare assertion, let us bring our dif- 
ferences to that infallible test by 
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which every man must stand or 
fall. 

Murdock. The intrinsic evil of 
sin, is, in the nature of things, re- 
moveable in no other way than by 
a change of character, either in 
God or in the sinning creature.— 
_ Nothing that a Mediator could do 

would remove it. 
Scripture. He hath made him 
the Mediator] to be sin for us, who 
new no sin; that we*might be 
made the righteousness of God in 
him. 2Cor. v. 21. Again, the Me- 
diator is said to make an end of 
sins, to make reconciliation for in- 
iquity, Dan. xviii. 24. 

Murdock. \t [the atonement] did 

not consist in the execution of the 

law on any being whatever ; for it 
was a substitute for an execution 
of it. It did not fulfil the law, or 
satisfy its demands on transgres- 
sors. 

Scripture. God sent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, made un- 
der the law, to redeem them that 
were under the law, that we might 
recieve the adoption of sons. Gal. 
iv.4.5. Who his own self bare 
our sins in his own body on the 
tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness.— 
1 Peter, ii. 24. The Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
Is. liii. 6. 

Murdock. The object of both 
the Father and the Son, in the 
atonement, was, to make on im- 
= on the minds of rational 

eings every where, and to the end 

of time, that God, is a holy and 
righteous God ; that while inclin- 
ed to mercy, he cannot forget the 
demands of justice. and the dam- 
age to his kingdom from the par- 
don of the guilty; that he must 
shew his feelings on this subject ; 
arid shew them so clerly and fally, 
that all his rational creatures shall 
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feel that he honours his law while 
suspending its’ operation, as mnch 
as he would by the execution of it. 

Scripture. 1 am not come to de- 
stroy, but to fulfil the law: For 
verily | say unto you, till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass from the law, 
till all be fulfitlled, Matt. v. 17, 
18. The Lord is well pleased 
for his righteousness sake; he will 
magnify the law and make it hon- 
ourable. Is. xlii.21. Do we make 
void the law through faith? God 
forbid: Yea, we establish the law. 
Rom. itl. 31. 

Murdock. Justification, is a re- 
al departure from the regular 
course of justice ; and such a de- 
parture from it, as leaves the 
claims of the law on the person 
justified, forever unsatistied. 

Scripture. Being justified freely 
by his grace, through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus: whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitia- 
tion through faith in his blood, to 
declare his righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God; 
that he might be sust and the jus- 
tifier of him that believeth in Je- 
sus. Rom. tii, 24—26. 

Murdock. The violated law 
holds him [the sinner} personally 
guilty, and it requires that due 
punishment fall on Ais head, and 
his only. ] 

Scripture. Christ hath redeem- 
ed us from the curse of the law be- 
ing made a curse for us; (Gal. iii. 
13.) foreven Christ our passever 
is sacraficed for us, (1 Cor. v. 7.) 
and he is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that be- 
lieveth: (Rom. x. 4.) For by one 
offering he hath perfected forever 
them that are sanctified. Heb. x. 
14, 

Were it necessary many more 











texts might be adduced, which 
speak the same sentiments in ref- 
erence tothe atonement; but we 
forbear; for we have already seen 
that Dr. M.’s theory is not only 
destitute of the least foundation 
in the word of God, but also that 
it is contradictory thereto. 

It is not our intention to go into 
a minute examination of all the er- 
rors and inconsistencies of the 
sermon before us; but it may not 
be altogether unprofitable, or in- 
vain, to present the reader with 
a brief outline of what we con- 
ceive to be the most glaring ab- 
surdities, which it contains.,—- 
Should it be productive of no oth- 
er good, it may induce some to ex- 
amine their principles, together 
with their legitimate inferences 
and consequences. 

1. The Mediator did not suffer 
the penalty of the law; his suffer- 
ings were wmerely a substitute for 
the execution of its penalty; there- 
fore, the demands of the law re- 
mainin full force against the be- 
liever.—2. The atonement does 
not remove the evil resulting to 
mankind from sin, only as far, as 
sin tends to disturb the good order 
of the universe: therefore, the in- 
trinsic evil of sin, is removeable 
in no other way, than by a change 
ot character, either in God, or the 
sinning creature.—3. The Son of 
God did not become our substi- 
tute, or “sponsor,” to satisfy the 
demands of the law; for this, 
would involve such a transfer of 
legal obligations and liabilities and 
merits, as is inadmissible-—4,. Che 
atonement was an exhibition, or 
display, a symbolical transaction, 
the object of which, was, to im- 
press upon the feelings of all 
God’s rational creatures, that he 
is a holy and righteous God—and 
the import of which, like every 
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other symbol, is to be learned, ei- 
ther from the circumstance? and 


occasion gf it, or irom the expla- 
nation that accompanies it.— 
Hence the believer is uot justified 
on the principles of law and dis- 
tributive justice :—Neither was 
the operation of Christ’s saerifice, 
on the regular course of distribu- 
tive justice in regard to individual 
transgressors ; but the atonement 
was such, as enabled God with 
honour to himself, to pardon re- 
penting sinners. Justification, 
therefore, is a real departure from 
the regular course of justice. 

Now it is admitted, on allisides, 
that a penalty was threatened, on 
the transgression of the law, and 
also, that the law is broken, That 
this penalty must be endured, ap- 
pears evident to us, or there can 
be no salvation. Hath God threat- 
ened and will he not execute? Hath 
he sworn, and will he not perform? 
Have we not reason to dread the 
effects of doctrines which impute 
to Jehovah the “ King eternal,” 
acts that would be esteemed weak- 
ness and folly in a human ruler ? 

And farther, if there was no 
guilt punished in the person of 
Christ. how reconcile his awful, 
inconceivable sufferings, with the 
justice of God? For he punishes 
not the innocent, Dr. M. being 
judge. The doctrine of substitu- 
tion, is the very foundation of the 
gospel plan of salvation; strike 
this from the system, and the 
whole falls to the ground. Re- 
ject this doctrine, and no reason 
can be given for the sufferings of 
the Son of God, which does not 
attribute to God attributes alto- 
gether foreign to his nature, as re- 
vealed to us in his word, Yet 
men, possessing all the advanta- 
ges of human learning, keen for 
discoveries, and anxious to get to 
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themselves a name, seek by their 
‘vail’ speculations” to become 
wise above what is written; re- 
gardless, though in so doing, they 
ascribe to God a character, dis- 
raceful to a worm of the dust— 
regardless, though they divest the 
Christian system ofall its glory, 
and rob the humble believer in Je- 
sus of those consolations, and that 
—_ which he derives only from 
he vicarious righteousness of his 
Redeemer. 
lt may be thought by some, that 
too much importance is attached 
to the sermon under consideration; 
and that we are contending against 
seutiments, the heresy of which, 
all admit, and advocating senti- 
ments, the truth of which, has ne- 
ver been questioned by any body 
of Christians reputed orthodox,— 
But let it be remembered, that ‘‘a 
little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump”’—that the sentiments which 
we deprecate are fatal to the best 
interests of the souls of men, and 
that they are making rapid strides 
throughout our land, producing 
corruption, contention and bitter- 
ness in the church of Christ, with 
all their attendant evils. And let 
it also be remembered, that these 
sentiments were warmly opposed 
and condemned by those fathers 
of the Reformation, Calvin, Lu- 
ther, Knox, and their coadjutors, 
who, though few in number, stood 
their ground, firm, dauntless and 
intrepid, in defence of the truths 
of the gospel, in opposition to the 
various heresies and abominations 
that had deluged the Church, and 
almost swept religion from the 
earth :—And, that they were held 
in the same abhorrence by that far 
famed Assembly of Divines, who, 
at Westminster raised a standard, 
in opposition to the very same doc- 
trines advanced by our Aadover 








champion; and who, for learning, 
zeal and piety, have not been 
equalled since the days of the 
Apostles. 

Is it not lamentable then, tofind 
sentiments which have been so 
strenuously opposed by the reform- 
ers of the church, and the orthodox 
and pious of every age, so boldly 
and unblushingly taught, by a pro- 
fessor in an important theological 
Semiuary, containing upwards of 
ove huudred students? And it is 
with regret we learn, thata majority 
of them approve of these sentiments, 
and think that those who have dis- 
covered heresy in the sermon in 
question, have misunderstood its 
meaning. It is indeed to be fear- 
ed, that the learned professor with 
all his acquirments, has not yet 
learned, what thousands in every 
age, of the poor dnd illiterate of 
this wold have learned, to wit :— 
The mystery of godliness. 

That Dr. M.’s theory is not con- 
fined to Andover, is evident from 
the fact, that we find for it in the 
Christian Spectator, a decided ad- 
vocate. ‘The editor speaking of 
the sermon, says, ‘‘ We must con- 
fess that after perusing it repeat- 
edly, and with the assistance of nu- 
merous reviews, we are unable to 
detect its heresy.” Still the 
Spectator is patronized by many of 
our Presbyterian brethren; and 
we deem it important for them to 
know that the editor has carefully 
kept out of view the most excep- 
tionable parts of Dr. M.’s system. 

In his attempt to screen the 
strange sentiments of Dr. M. from 
merited censure, the editor ap- 
pears to have been actuated bya 
kind of charity unknown to the 
scriptures, but greatly in vogue at 
the present day—a charity which 
binds its votaries to yield tacit con- 
sent. if not to adyocate all the 
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vague sentiments with which the 
theological world abounds, espe- 
cially if such sentiments be advan- 
ced by members of the same de- 
nomination to which themselves 
belong. This charity sooner than 
disturb the quiet of a community 
of sinners,-will yield the truth of 
God; and while professing univer- 
sal benevolence, it approaches 
God’s holy word with a freedom 
and a boldness, which makes the 
humble believer tremble for the 
result. Men in their zeal to unite 
in the bonds of Christian fellow- 
ship, denominations holding oppo- 
site tenets, have yielded one doc- 
trine, explained away much of an- 
other, and studiously kept out of 
view a third—till; in many sections 
of Zion little else remains of the 
Christian system, than the name. 
It is the prevailing opinion of the 
present day, especially in our own 
country that those, who “insist up- 
on their way as the only correct 
and scriptural method, are but op- 
posing the progress of true benev- 
olent Christian feeling in the 
earth.” This is the ground on 
which a great portion of the Chris- 
tian world look for union. Now 
thiseither supposes an union of op- 
posite principles, or that there are 
more right ways than one, both of 
which are absurd. And we con- 
fidently believe, that had such sen- 
timents never obtained in the 
church of Christ, she would not 
present so unseemly an appear- 
ance as at present. Butalas! she 
now utters the language of Babel! 
Her physicians, are physicians of 
no value! Her dissentions are not 
healed! Each hath a doctrine, 
hath a psalm ; and each striving to 
be accounted by a perishing world, 
the most liberal! 

We do not conceive these re- 
marks to be at all irrelevant to our 
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subject. The slightest observer 
of these things will discover, that 
this spurious charity of which we 
speak, has led men of high stand- 
ing in the church—men of whom 
better things were expected, to 
adopt sentiments contradictory in 
themselves, and the fallacy of 
which, may easily be deteeted by 
the most illiterate Christian who is 
at all conversant with his Bible. 
Again, we conceive the senti- 
ments of Dr. M. to be legitimate 
inferences, from that system of 
theoiogy,which is the offspring and 
favourite of our eastern brethren, 
and which has its foundation in the 
doctrine of an indefinite atone- 
ment. Vainly supposing that if 
this doctrine were once established, 
they could enforce arguments 
irresistable upon the conscience of 
the sinner, and accomplish that by 
moral suasion, which is alone the 
work of the Holy Spimt. But 
proceeding a little farther they 
saw that their wonderful discovery 
in theology, led to universal salva- 
tion; to remedy this, the doctrine 
of Christ’s suretiship must be set 
aside ; and with it, the imputation 
of Adam’s guilt to his posterity, and 
the imputation of Christ’s righteous. 
ness to believers; nor have these 
bold innovaters stopped here, but 
have at length denied the penality 
of Christ’s sufferings, and declared 
to the world that while an atone- 
ment has been made, it has left the 
claims of the law on the belicver, 
foreverunsatisfied! If this be true 
our faithis vain, our fondly cherish- 
ed hopes of salvation are presump- 
tion; our condition is no better 
than that of Pagansand our way 
dark and cheerless leading only 
down to the chamvers of the second 
death; for it is writien, cursed is 
every one that continueth riot in all 
things which are written in the book 
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of the law to do them. And we 
know not where that man can look 
for the remission of sin and the 
redemption of his soul, who be- 
lieves not that Christ has fulfilled 
the Jaw in his stead, endured its 
penalty, obeyed its precepts, and 
opened up a way for his pardon 
without violating the demands of 
justice. 

Let it not be said that our ani- 
madversions on Dr. M’s sentiments 
are dictated by a spirit of bigotry, 
or an wdhallowed desire for wrang- 
ling; for we have with pain, wit- 
nessed, their progress under a Jax 
discipline, and a criminal indiffer- 
ence on the part of those who are 
placed as sentinels around Zion, to 
warn her inhabitants of the enemies 
approach: that there are some 
honorable exceptions to this, itgives 
us pleasure to admit. Placed as 
we are at the head of a public 
Journal, the avowed object of 
which is, the dissemination of re- 
ligious knowledge. we should shrink 
from an important duty, did we 
not direct our feeble eflorts against 
sentiments alike dishonouring to 
the gospel, and destructive to the 
sinner. The scriptures are the 
only light that gleams on nature’s 
darkness—the only light that pene- 
trates this prison house and sets 
the captive free—they are indeed 
a lamp to ihe feet of the believer ; 
and shall those be stigmatized as 
bigots, who love the truths they 
teach, who would strip those truths 
from the absurdities cast upon 
them by the sophistry, and cun- 
ning craftiness of men, and exhibit 
them to a perishing world in all 
their native simplicity, grandeur 
and excellency ? We think not; 
we believe the time is at hand, 
when a new tone shall be given to 
the efforts of the Christian world, 
when something of the spirit of 
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the Apostolic age shall revisit the 
church, when Christians — shall 
meet on the ground of principle, 
and embrace each other cordially. 

But we do not fell satisfied to 
dism:ss this sermon without stating 
our own views on the nature of the 
atonement, 11 opposition to those of 
Dr. Murdock. 

As Jehovah in the infinitude of 
his wisdom and mercy, hath devi- 
sed a scheme for the recovery of 
sinners, and brought it pear to us 
in his word, it behooves every man 
to ascertain something of the na- 
ture of this scheme ; for mistakes 
here may prove fatal. We con- 
tend in opposition to Dr. M. and 
his Hopkinsiaa brethren—that the 
Mediator had a covenant people 
given hum from amoug the sons of 
Adam, to be redeemed by him and. 
to constitute a reward for his suf- 
ferings and ob« dience—that these 
are called in scripture the elect— 
that Christ as their covenant head, 
has exhausted the penalty of the 
law in their behalf, and thus ren- 
dered their salvation sure.—And 
that the atonement was not *‘ a sub- 
stiute for an execution of the law;’’ 
but that the law was really execu- 
ted in the person of the Mediator; 
for if the Mediator did not suffer 
the penalty of the law, we cannot 
see how Jehovah consistently with 
his huliness and justice, could con- 
fer the blessings of salvation upon 
any of the fallen sons of Adam— 
and if the Mediator did suffer the 
penalty of the law, then all must 
be saved for whom he thus suffer- 
ed.* “That which Christ laid 





* The procurement and acceptance of 
Christ as our substitute was entirely a 
matter of grace, but he being accepted 
and having ransomed his people, justice, 
not to those for whom the ransom was 
paid, but tu him who paid it, demands the 
release of the persons ransomed. 

Ch. Adv. Vol. I. page, 348. 








down his life for he merited, and 
what he merited, is due to those 
for whom he merited it.”* We 
therefore contend, that Christ laid 
down his lite for as many as the 
Father hath given him, and no 
more. We are the more particu- 
lar to mention this, because we 
conceive it to be the starting point 


of difference between us and our . 


opponents; who in order to make 
their scheme consistent, have 
been compelled to adopt the senti- 
ments contained in Dr. Murdock’s 
sermon. 

We may learn something of the 
nature of the atonement, by at- 
tending to the manner of slaying 
the victim offered in sacrifice un- 
der the Jewish econemy. In those 
sacrifices the sinner was command- 
ed to lay his hand upon the head 
of the victim, evidently signifying 
a transfer of guilt to the victim 
about to be slain. Now the act 
of laying the hand upon the head 
of the victim, was not without 
meaning ; and we are warranted 
in giving it the above construction, 
from plain declations of scripture. 
And farther, 

It should be constantly kept in 
view, that eternal life would have 
been by the law, had man main- 
tained his primitive purity; this 
was the condition of the covenant 
of works. But this covenant be- 
ing broken, and all the penalty of 
the law incured, the Mediator took 
upon himself this covenant in its 
broken state, fulfilled its conditions 
in behalf of his people: thus 
bringing in an everlasting right- 
eousness, by which the believer in 
Christ has deliverance from the 
law as a covenant of works, and 
an indefeisible title to all the en- 
joyments of heaven and, glory.— 
Therefore, salvation abstractedly 

* Coles. 
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considered, is bestowed on pre- 
cisely the same principle of equi- 
ty, that eternal life would have 
been, had man never become a 
sinner. 

It is objected by our opponents 
that if God is governed by justice 
inthe pardon of the sinner, than 
salvation is no more of grace. 
What must be the fate of those 
men who thus pervert God’s holy 
word? Is there no grace manifest- 
ed by the Father in appointing bis 
only Son to the office of Mediator 
for hell deserving rebels? Is there 
no grace manifested by the Son in 
voluntarily taking upon himself 
this office? In laying aside his 
glory, and veiling his Divine in 
human nature? In being account- 
ed a wortm,and no man, being made 
a curse for us? No grace in en- 
during sufferings, into the magni- 
tude of which, angels desire to look, 
and the amount of which, in our 
own persons, an eternity would not 
have been suflicient to exhaust ? 

We shall only consider one ob- 
jection more. Itis said that the 
death of Christ does not secure the 
salvation of the elect, but the 
decrees of God,for it were impossi- 
ble for us to be just'in the sight of 
God till the day of conversion.— 
But this objection holds equally 
good against theirscheme. We 
know that the people of God do 
not enjoy any of the blessings of 
salvation till the time of they ef- 
fectual calling; but they are the 
heirs of promise, for the price of 
their redemption is paid, and all 
the powers of darkness seek in 
vain todeprive them of the purcha- 
sed blessings ; for God calls them 
his own people. Soon after Paul 
commenced his ministry at Corinth, 
“the Lord spake to him in the 
night by vision. Be not afraid, 
but speak, and hold not thy peace ; 
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for 1 am with thee, and no man 
shall set on thee to hurt thee; for 
I hav much people in this city.” 
Acts, xviii. 9, 10. To this. peo- 
plethe gospel had not been preach- 
ed, yet God calls them his own. 
In concluding these remarks, we 
cannot but indulge the hope, that 
this subject will command the at- 


_ tention of every humble inquirer. 


after truth: First, Because of all 
the heresies that have sprung up 
in and afflicted the church of Christ, 
very few have aimed so deadly a 
blow against the gospel plan of sal- 
vation, as the Hopkinsian errors; 
for their approach is under a mask 
of friendship; and they studiously 
avoid giving their opponents the 
whole view of their ground at once; 
for this would open the eyes of the 
most unsuspecting, and blast all 
their hopes of farther success: but 
by holding up to ridicule those who 
differ about minor points, and con- 
stantly exhibiting the mot plaus. vie 
parts oftheir system, and forget. 
ting not in the mean time toremind 
the world (which is always fond of 
moderationin religion,) of their 
liberality,” and refinement, and 
their happy escape fromthe nar- 
row-minded views and bigoted no- 
tions oftheir forefathers: and they 
accomplish in this manner what 
the could not do, by manly and 
candid discussion. They are many 
of them, highly offended at the 
term ‘* Hopkinsian,”’ but called by 
any other name, would not lessen 
the odiousness of their sentiments. 
And many of them after having 
subscribeda calvinistic creed,care- 
fully keep out of view many of its 
radical doctrines, and rather insin- 
uate, than openly avow Hopkin- 
sianism, till the minds of the peo- 
ple, through their willful neglect 
of the truth become prepared for 





the reception of almost any kind 
of sentiments. 

Our second reason for soliciting 
attention to this subject, is, because 
we believe, that neither the Cal- 
vinistic or Hopkinsian systems 
are sufficiently understood, by pro- 
fessors of religion in general ; for 
let both systems be fairly exhibited 
to the understanding of the Chris- 
tian, and he will not be slow to 
choose between that system, which 
strips the cross of Christ of all its 
glory and efficacy—and that sys- 
tem, whichgives alltheglory of our 
salvation to God—which magni- 
fies the grace of God the Father 
in devising— the grace of God the 
Son in executing—the grace of 
God the Spirit in carrying into ef- 
fect, (by purifying that fountain of 
‘“‘ bitter waters” the heart of man.) 
a plan of salvation, by which the 
sinner is pardoned, sanctified, and 
glorified, in strict accordance with 
the demands of justice. 


D+ 


MODERN LIBERALITY. 


The question whether orthodox 
clergymen should exchange with 
Unitarians, has, of late undergone 
a serious discussion, in some of the 
eastern religious papers; for our 
selves we should as soon think of dis- 
cussing the propriety of admitting 
Mahometans or Hindoos into our 


-pulpits; orevenof admitting the 


blasphemer, the drunkard, and the 
Sabbath breaker, to a seat at the 
Lord’s table; as to discuss the pro- 
priety of giving place even for a 
moment to those who deny the 
Divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
“ Be ye not unequally yoked to- 
ether with unbelievers: Where- 
ore, come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing. 
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As we said before, so say I now ye have received, let him be 
again. Jf any man preach any accursed.” 
other gospel unto you, than that 
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THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ALBANY 
BIBLE SOCIETY. FEBRUARY, 1824. 


[The following Report has been handed us for publication, and all 
though it is some months since it was made to the Society; yet as the 


intelligence it contains has not been submitted to the public, we 
have resolved to give it an insertion. ] 


Tne Managers experience feelings of regret, as well sa pleasure in 
submitting their thirteenth annual Report to the Society. 

They cannot avoid these conflicting emotions, when they contrast 
what they were once doing, with their present situation, and especially 
with what is doing by Bible institutions in other places. 

It is some years since ours was established, and it grew at ence into 
maturity and usefulness. Citizens cheerfully gave their mites to sup- 
port it, and managers were zealous in its duties. 

It being the first establishment of the kind in the northern part of this 
state, an extensive, and an unoccupied field lay before them, and they 
entered upon it, with a promptness and energy equal to the labor to be 
performed. 

Where families and individuals were found destitute of the word of life, 
when civilization and refinement had long previously been reflected 
from its influence ; and among these, they sent the Bible with a hope 
that the spirit that inspired it would carry a better refinement to their 
hearts, and help them righ‘ly to appreciate all their privileges. 

Societies auxiliary to the National Institution were established, and 
these with every effort of the Managers, gradually and regularly, as ap- 
pears by our annual reports, reduced the sphere of their exertions. 

During the past year 49 Large Bibles have been distributed, 209 
Small ones, and 371 Testaments; 214 of the latter, to the Sunday 
Schools in this City, and the vicinity, making in all since the com- 
mencement, 5487 Bibles, and 1816 Testaments; leaving on hand—7 
large Bibles, 58 Small Bibles, and two Testaments. 

It is with unfeigned regret the Managers observe among themselves, 
as well asin the Society, and the public at large, that. zeal which was so 
laudiblely excited, by the destitute situation of our fellow citizens, flag- 
ing and expiring as the wants about them are supplied; as if the objects 
of the Institution were answered by meeting merely domestic demands 
already reduced and daily diminishing. This too when so many 
thousands in our own State, and so many millions in other countries are 
left to grope their way in nature’s darkness. The Christians motto 


taught him from his bible is, to deem nothing accomplished, while any 
thing remains to be done. 
Vor. I. 34 
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Subscriptions have been solicited, and funds barely suflicient raised 
to meet our necessities, yet it is believed, that a renewed and more 
earnest appeal to our fellow citizens, would furnish a mite above our 
real wants, to aid the national Institution in her discreet and extended 
efforts to send the Gospel tothe needy. ‘The lethargy that has invaded 
our body is calculated to alarm us, as it is ominous of a total suspension 
of our labours. 

This may appear to be the anticipation of evils that may never hap- 
pen, and may sound harsh in the ears of those that hoped better things 
from us; but tocry peace, peace, when there is no peace, is only to blind 
us to our real situation, anc to lull us more securely into a state of self- 
satisfaction, that must be fatal. Itis the fate of human Institutions, 
though commenced with earnestness and conducted with ability, gradu- 
ally to decline in energy, as their novelty decreases; but when the 
establishment is from on high, and composed of humble and faithful 
believers, its distinguishing trait is, to be animated by the promises to 
persevere under every discouragement. 

The call then evidently sounding in our ears, is, awake thou that 
sleepest, arise and shake thyself from the dust, search and know thyself, 
and strengthen the things that remain and are ready to die, and rise into 
a faint emulation of those sister auxiliaries that are sparing something 
even from their necessities to help the human family wherever they are 
destitute and in darkness. 

But though the Managers deeply regret the supineness of themselves 
and the Society, it is with infeigned satisfaction they have it in their 
power to state that the efforts of many sister auxiliaries, continue with 
undiminished zeal in supplying the immediate wants about them, and in 
contributing to that general fund that is dispensing light and happiness 
where misery and darkness prevail. 

During the past year 60 Auxiliary Societies found in different parts of 
the Union, had been added to the parent Institution, and agents in its 
employ, are traversing the South and the West for the purpose of 
establishing more. 

From these, and those before established, the parent Institution ack- 
nowledges $8,505,20, as donations, and $283. 29 from Societies not 
Auxiliary. She likewise acknowledges $18,041,83 as remittances 
for Bibles from Auxiliaries, and $654,14 from those not auxiliary. Thus 
it appears that she is extending her resourses with her usefulness, and 
that there is an entire and growing confidence that she will discreetly 
andfaithfully apply all the funds entrusted to her. 

I ndeed such has been her diligence and enterprise, that with an ardor 
that rises in proportion to the difficulties to be encountered, she has 
traversed and still is traversing the wilderness within our own bounda- 
ries and dreary and desolate as it is, she is cheering and animating it, 
with the words of redeeming life. 

Nor has she confined her labors to the limits of our own country. 
She has prepared and put in a way for distribution in Mexico and South 
America many Bibles in the Spanish language. She is preparing in that 
language the version approved of by the Roman Catholics, and granted 
$1000 to the Rey. Dr. Cary and his associates at Serampore, to be ap- 
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plied by them towards defraying the expense of translating and printing 
the Scriptures in the languages of India. 

But true to the principle that he who does not provide for his own 
household is worse than an infidel, she is forced to abridge her foreign 
benefactious, in order to satisfy the loud domestic cries which every 
where assail her. It is represented to her that 350 families to the South 
in a city by no means populous, had not the Bible. 

A traveller computed that 10,000 inthe western part of a Southern 
State were destitute, and 400 families in one of the counties of a western 
State are said to be in the same condition. 

A Western County Society after circulating many Bibles and Testa- 
ments, found upon search within its bounds, 3446 Individuals who could 
read, but had not the scriptures. 

Surely there is enough in our own land to call forth all our Sympa- 
thies and assistance. Besides the Indian in our borders, there are 
heathen among us. Thousands of our Fellow Citizens are far away 
from Churches and christian privileges. 

The Sabbathcomes round to them bringing no rest from their labours, 
and is spent as a holy day at Taverns, in debaucheries or the chase. 
Ordinances that are divine are prostrated as profane, and failing of 
becoming a savour of life unto life are thereby rendered unto them a sa- 
vourof death unto death. Who that sets amidst the enjoyments of chris- 
tian privileges, and hath the comforts of life, can forbear in gratitude to 
that God who has caused him to differ, sparing something to help 
his hrother in delusion 7 

The plan devised for distributing the scriptures, is the most rational 
that could be adopted. 

A National Institution concentrating within itself the Alms of the 
pious has established a System of Domestic Agency, to search out the 
habitations of her enemies. Marshaling her means she sends forth 
legions of blessings to subdue them. Gathering strength and dicipline 
from her victories, she ventures beyond her own territories, and joing 
her brethren of Europe, in an Aliance holier than that, for disorganizing 
governments and investing bigotry and imbecility with the Robes of 
royalty, she goes on with her forces to the east, and to,the west assailing 
superstition, humanizing cruelty, and saving the helpless and devoted 
from amoral death. ‘Thus associated, their enterprize promises to be 
successful as their march is regular and persevering. Though the host 
they contend with, is countless for numbers, yet going forth in the 
strength of the God of Battles, they are assured of adding victory to vic- 
tory, until they shall have subdued all nations unto a knowledge of their 
Lord. Already have they saved from the annual sacrifises to Jugernaut, 
many of the human victims which were wont to be offered. 

His Car almost stands still for the want of devotees to draw it, and 
hosts have been prevented from bowing to Gods of their own making, 
to pay allegiance to him, to whom all homage is due. 

Foreign Bible Societies continue to evidence a zeal for the spread of 
the Gospel equal to their means,if not the necessities of the human family 
and they are laying under large requisitsons, those extensive resources, 
that have been so deeply drawn upon, for the malicious objects of inter- 
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national hostiliy, in order to divert them into channels, that may even 
in time, sweep away all malice, and wickedness; and bigotry, and ignor- 






ance, and superstition, and cruelty, and death itself, from the face of 


the earth. 
particulars. 


But neither time nor the occasion will admit of detailing 
The managers conclude with the humble hope, that such 


glorious things every where about them, will arouse us likewise into 
action, and induce all to convert the mammon of unrighteousness into 
imperishable riches, by sending that to the destitue, which alone gives 
an unfailing inberitance. 






year. Expenditures $277,44. 


PALESTINE MISSION. 


EXTRACT FROM MR. WOLFS JOUR- 
, NAL, . 


Nov. 10. A Caraite Jew called 
@n me whem | knew at Jerusalem, 
aid to whom I there gave a New 
Testament: he said to me, “I 
really love Jesus Christ.” 

The wives of the Caraite Jews 
residing at Damascus, show their 
hair, which the wives of the Rabbi- 
nist Jews are forbidden to do. 

Nov. 12. Mr. Lewis arrived at 
Damascus ;! introduced him to 
some Jews, and recommended him 
to Abuna Michael, from whom he 
took Arabic lessons. Mr. Lewis 
was sokind as to give me New 
Testaments for distribution among 
the Jews. Mr. Lewis delivered to 
me two letters, one from my brother 
King, and the other from brother 
Fisk. 

The Superior of tho convent of 
Terra Santa called on me to-day, 
and said ; “ | must speak to you on 
a sub;ect which concerns the eter- 
nal life of a fellow creature, Muk- 
halla. a christian, one of the most 
respectable families of this place, 
has become Turk, in order, as he 
says, tosavehisseul. His brother 


The Treasurer acknowledges the receipt of $508, 14 during the past 
Balance in the treasury $270,58. 
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is afflicted, and cannot bear to stay 
longer at Damascus, to see his fine 
young brother united with the 
enemies of Christinanity. Ma- 

homed, for this is the name of the 

renegado, likes, however, to con- 

verse with his brother upon reli- 
gion ; and as he has heard that you, 
and Mr. Wolff, have arrived here, 

wishes to have some conversation 
with you upon the authenticity of 
the Bible, and the divinity of Jesus 
Christ.” The Superiorasked me 
then, whether | should not be afraid 
to speak with him, | immediately 
made myself ready to go to him, 
but the Superior of Terra Santa 
went and brought the renegado, 
with his brother the Christian, 
Joseph by name. I said immedi- 
ately to the renegado, in the pre- 
sence of his brother: ‘“ You have 
forsaken a dear Saviour, you have 
abandoned the Lord Jesus, who 
alone is mighty to save you: you 
have left the light of lights, and 
have cast yourself into utter dark- 
ness—return unto him, return to 
Jesus, who propagated his religion 
by the demonstration of the Spirit, 
through the instrumentality of poor 
fishermen whilst Mahomed, whose 
religion you have now embraced, 
propagated his religion by the 
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sword, as his followers do at this 
present day, and by oppression, 
tyranny, and the shedding of the 
blood of wretched Christians. 

The Capuchin friar, who was 
present, said: ‘‘God grant that 
these words may be of use to his 
soul.” 

The renegado desired proofs 
that the Jews have not corrupted 
the Bible ? among other proofs 
I said: 

1 The Bible contains prophecies 
which have been fulfilled many 
centuries after they were written 
down—how could the Jews have 
forged such prophecies ? 

2. Many of those prophecies 
predict things against the Jews. 

3. If they had a mind to pervert 
the Bible they would have pervert- 
ed those passages of scripture which 
describe their stifl-neckedness and 
unbelief. 

The renegado then said; ‘“ You 
must come to-morrow to the house 
of my brother, where you will 
meet three other ‘Turks—you need 
not be afraid to state to us your 
reasons for disbelieving the Koran. 

I. | hope by the grace of God, 
not to be afraid even before the 
mufti, to defend the cause of Jesus 
my Lord.” 

Nov. 11. I went to the renegado, 
where the three Sheiks already 
expected me. 

Sheik. Why do you travel about 
in this country ? 

I. To preach to the Jews salva- 
tion by Jesus Christ, who is the 
Son of God, and who is mighty to 
save poor perishing sinners ; and 
now | am rejoiced that I have an 
opportunity of telling you that 
there is only one name given by 
which men can be saved, and this 
is the name of Jesus Christ. 

Sheik Abdallah. (The superior 
of ‘Terra Santa was present.) Can 
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you comprehend with your reason 
that God should have a Son ? 

I. Can you comprehend God 
himself with your reason—can you 
comprehend how a large tree can 
grow from a little seed ? 

In short the conversation lasted 
four hours. ‘They read with great 
attention, Isaiah ix. liii. and Jere- 
miah xxxl. and requested Arabic 
Bibies, which I sent to them next 
day, and obtained from the deposi- 
tory, which was in the hands of 
Mr. Lewis. 

The Maronite like the Greek 
priests have no salary, but eat and 
drink every day in one of the houses 
of their respective flocks. The 
brother of the renegado, and the 
renegado himself, made to me a 
present of two Arabic manuscripts ; 
the latter gave me the thousand 
and one nights* in Arabic. 

Nov. 14. The high-priest of the 
Jews of Damascus sent me word 
some days ago, that as he was re- 
leased from prison, after paying a 
great sum, he should be glad to see 
me, as soon as the business with 
the other Jews in prison was set- 
tled. | intended therefore to have 
introduced Mr. Lewis to-day to 
the high-priest, but they are still 
too much in confusion. But | 
introduced him to two other Jews, 
and | talked with several Jews in 
the street about Jesus Christ : It is 
very easy to explain to the Jews in 
the Hebrew tongue, the simple 
doctrine of the Gospel. Two of 
the Jews went with me to my room. 
Mr. Lewis attended, and | read to 
them the liiid of Isaiah, and one of 
the Jews, who seemed to be seri- 
ously disposed, asked hastily, ‘ Of 
whom does the prophet speak ?” 

I. Of Jesus of Nazareth !—I gave 


*The arabian Nights, called every 
where but in England mille et une unit. 
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to both Hebrew Testaments, and 
one Hebrew Bible, with which 
Mr. Lewis was so kind as to 
furnish me on the part of the Jews’ 
Society. 


— TIO 


SUMMARY, 


PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 9. 


The supercargo of the ship Fac- 
tor, 107 days from Calcutta, has 
arrived in this city. Hebrings the 
following information. ‘The Bur- 
mese war was still raging with no 
prospect of its early termination. 
The British army had been drawn 
from Chittagong, for the purpose 
of a general junction of forces in 
Rangoon, which they succeeded 
in capturing. Rangoon is_ the 
principal port of the Burman em- 
pire, has from 80 to 40,000 inhabi- 
tants, and contains some Christian 
missions ; among them, one of the 
American Baptist Society. The 
Burmese taking advantage of the 
withdrawal of the British forces had 
approached Chittagong, with an 
army of upwards of 50,000 men, 
but hearing of the fall of Rangoon, 
retired towards Ava—The British 
army rescued many of the mission- 
aries, who had been ordered to 
execution by the Burmese com- 
manders. The publication of the 
official accounts of the war had 
been suspended at Calcutta. 





Interesting news from Peru.— 
We have perused a letter from 
Porto Cabello, dated the 18th of 
last month, (October) from which 
we extract the following paragrah. 
“We yesterday received news 
from Peru—Bolivar and Canterac 
have met and had a generalaction, 
in which the latter was killed and 
his army routed. Bolivar had 
15,000 men, and lost 6000 in kill- 
ed and wounded. He has posses- 





Summary. 


sion of Lima and Callao—he drives 
all before him.”—Pahilad, Gaz. 


THE NEW-YORK BIBLE SOCIET,Y 


Held its 5th anniversary in 
Washington Hall on Monday eve- 
ninglast. Inthe absence of the 
President, Gen. Clarkson who was 
prevented by domestic affliction 
from attending, the chair was taken 
by Leonard Bleeker, Esq. Senior 
Vice President. Introductory to 
business, the 43d chapter of Isaiah 
was read by the Rev Dr. Milledoler 
after which the officers and mana- 
gers for the year ensuing were 
elected, and the annual report 
presented. 

During the year, 651 bibles and 
1682 testaments have been distri- 
buted ; and since the formation of 
the society more than 80,000 bibles 
and testaments. 

To determine with accuracy the 
want of the Scriptures in the city, 
a committee was appointed to 
make exact inquiry in two wards, 
the 6th and 10th, and it was found 
that in the former were 264 fami- 
lies, and in the latter 324, without 
the Bible. ‘These families em- 
braced 1778 individuals above the 
ageofl0 years. These facts were 
made known to the public in the 
Society’s circular in May last, with 
the hope of gaining means for 
furnishing the destitute. This ap- 
peal was not attended with the 
auticipated success ; and want of 
funds has prevented their supply. 
The receipts of the treasury from 
various sources have not amounted 
to more than $71260. Of this sum, 
$663 81, has been paid for bibles— 
leaving a balance of $48 79, but 
$542 are due to the American 
Bible Society for books. The 
income of the institution has been 
less than either of the two prece- 
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It was the last year 


ding years. 
more than $1000.—Rel. Chron. 


CHEROKEE MISSION. 


Much has been said respecting 
the practicability of introducing 
christianity and civilization among 
the Indians. Some of those who 
are secretly if not openly opposed 
to the spread of the Gospel, and 
who associate with the name of 
Missionary, all that is base, have 
ridiculed the idea of Indian civiliz- 
ation ; others again havestrenuous- 
ly recommended the Plough, as a 
more powerful instrument for the 
accomplishment of this object than 
the Bible. And Christians, with 
an unwonted listlessness have 
listened to the speculations of poli- 
ticians aud statesmen, and done 
comparatively nothing for that 
hapless race who appear to be 
fast vanishing from amongst the 
tribes of men. But we rejoice to 
find that a disposition is daily mani- 
festing itself among the Indians to 
receive the Gospel,—that some of 
them are at legth turning their at- 
tention to agricultural pursuits, 
laying aside the bow-and-arrow, for 
the implements of husbandry. 
Numbers have of late openly avow- 
ed, and given evidence of their at- 
tachment to the religion of the 
Bible. 

The following description of the 
Missionary school at Dwight, 
Arkansaw, which we extract from 
the New-Yo-k Chronicle is a pleas- 
ing demonstration, that the Indians 
are as capable of copying our 
virtues as our vices; the latter of 
which, they were not slow to adopt. 


Ithas never been according to 
our views of propriety and expe- 
diency to be lavish in commenda- 
tions of our schools; lest we should 
seem to colour highand exaggerate, 


or to indulge in pride and vain 
glory. We think, however, (and 
we would ever think soberly,) 
that much might be said in favour 
of the schools at Dwight, without 
in any measure departing from 
‘words of truth and soberness.”’ 
] would not draw invidious com- 
parisons, between the schools here 
aud those of other similar institu- 
tions. But I would say, that I 
never saw, at any place, in any 
country, more interesting groups 
of children, than those at present 
under our care, interesting in al- 
most every point of view, whether 
weconsider them in their relations, 
their appearance, their hehaviour, 
their progress, or their prospects, 

.Those, who, when revolving in 
their thoughts the idea of Indians 
and savages, vainly imagine thatno- 
thing can belong to_the Aborigines 
of our country, except what is 
frightful in appearance and deeply 
imbued with cruelty and barbarism, 
would scarcely believe themselves 
to bein an Indian school, when 
surrounded by children, which fill 
our little sylvan seminary. Were 
they here, they would see a lovely 
group of children, who, by the 
regularity of their features, their 
neat and cleanlydress,their faircom 
plexions, (fair indeed for a sultry 
clime,) their orderly and becoming 
behaviour, their intelligence and 
sprightliness, their mildness of dis- 
position, tempered with a manly 
spirit, and their progress in knowl- 
edge, would not suffer by a com- 
parison with most schools in a 
civilized land,nor disgrace respect- 
able parents, in passing as their 
sons and daughters. 

Of the whole number of sixty, 
who compose the school in two 
departments, there are not more 
than six who cannot read with ease 
in the New Testament, and speak 
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almost any words put to them. 
A considerable number can read 
with propriety and apparent under- 
standing any book, and write a fair 
and legible hand. Near one fourth 
of both departments of the school 
are pursuing the study of geogra- 
phy. Some ofthe boys have made 
some progress in grammer and 
arithmetic, and in some other 
branches. It may be said with 
truth, that most, if not all. are as 
forward,as the children of most 
district schools inthe most favour- 
ed part of New-England. But 
what is more interesting to the 
Christian is their intelligent read- 
ing of the Scriptures, singing with 
delightful voices the praises of God, 
and making progress ina know}- 
edge of the Gospel. 

The schools have never been 
more steady and uninterrupted by 
disaffected parents, than for the 
last two quarters. We know not 
of a discontented child in school, 
nor of a disaffected parent in this 
part of the tribe. The children 
feel, as far as 1 know, as ifat home, 
and choose to stay. Excepting four 
or five, all now in school are un- 
der the age of fifteen years; ex- 
perience in time past has evinced 
the inexpediency, of bringing 
together a large number of both 
sexes, who have arrived at adult 
age and whose habits and character 
are already formed. 


TRINITARIANS RATIONAL. 


&£xtract of a sermon delivered by W. T. 
Brantly, A. M. pastor of the baptist 
church, Augusta, Georgia. 


Of all the reasons for believing 
in a Trinity of persons in the God- 
head, I can conceive none more 
unequivocal than that which is con- 
tained: in the great commission 
issued by our blessed Lord.—Mat. 
28.19. Every baptism contains 


adistinct recognition of the sublime 
truth, It commenced its course 
with the first propagation of the 
gospel, and was incorporated in 
the credentials ofthe apostles. It 
laid its deep impressions upon the 
yielding, tender hearts of those 
who embraced the salvation offer- 
ed through the Redeemer. It was 
the music that filled their ears 
when they consecrated themselves 
to God and abjured forever a sinful 
world. It was the dear theme, 
the echo of which moved softly 
over the baptismal wave from the 
eastern Jordan to the remote west- 
ern Tyber. It seemed to preside 
when the soul was initiated into 
the kingdom of Christ, to cast a 
bright ray over the rough passage 
of the pilgrim, to smooth the crue] 
asperities of his way, and shed a 
glory upon the horrors of marty- 
dom. Where is the man who 
would have quenched the ecstacy 
of sucha bliss? Who would have 
silenced the voice of that melody 
which the Triune God inspired ? 
Ah! my brethren, the notes of that 
sacred anthem have grown into 
the perfection of immortality ! 
those happy spirits who bowed to 
the Eternal Three, are now repos- 
ing in the plenitude of that joy, 
the earnest of which they tasted 
here below. 

This doctrine has been the pre- 
vailing feature in the creed of all 
those who have adorned the chris- 
tian name from the earliest ages. 
Nearly all that is great and useful 
in christian morals, has emanated 
from the advocates of this senti- 
ment. If you inquire for permanent 
churches and orderly communities 
of christians, you will find them 
among Triniiarians. If you ask 
for Zion’s prosperity and the 
Iistory of religion’s progress, the 
holy men who prayed and loved, 
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sod the holy women who wept 
and interceded, you shall find them 
among the Trinitarians. If you 
cast your eyes upon the darkest 
ages of the church and find amidst 
the immense rubbish of papal cor- 
ruptions here and there gems of 
piety—they are Trinitarians. If 
you pause to contemplate the re- 
formation, and view the men over 
whom discretion and fortitude pre- 


sided, and among whom virtue had 


her highest exemplifications,— 
they, too, were Trinitarians. If 
you survey the monuments of more 
recent date, look around upon the 
movements ofardent benevolence, 
see the east beginning to glow with 
4 new dispengation, and hear from 
remotest islands the echo of salva- 
tion—Whose labors have accom- 
plished these things? —-Whose high 
and disinterested love, has reached 
aud irradiated these abdoes of 
cruelty and deatu’—They are 
"rinitarians, And if we think of 
the countless multitudes who will 
pass through their great, tribula- 
tions, wash their robes, and make 
them white in the blood of the 
Lamb, who will assume the long 
white robes, appear in shining 
ranks, and press the paths of im- 
mortality,—they will be Trinitari- 
ans. 


‘* RE-BAPTISM.” 


We published, afew weeks since, 
a paragraph, which stated, that 
several instances of re-baptism had 
occurred, in the Baptist church, at 
Nobleborough,(Maine.) The Rev. 
Phinehas Pillsbury, the Pastor of 
the church in question, has public- 
ly contradicted the report, declar- 
ing, that “* not one person has join- 
ed the church that had ever been 
excluded, nor a single person re- 
immersed.” Star. 
Vos, L 
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REMARKS. 


This mode of declaring that 
nothing short of immersion 1s bap- 
tism, is, to say the least of it, 
rather puerile. We have no ob- 
jections that the Baptists “should 
consider every other denomination 
of Christians unbaptised. But we 
dislike tosee so much vanity in 
declaring theirsentiments. Ifthe 
Jews prided themselves on being 
the lineal descendants of Abraham, 
miuch more do the Baptists pride 
themselves, on their manner of 
Baptism. It would appear, judg- 
ing from their thirst to be constant- 
ly harping upon the mode of ad- 
ministering the rite of baptism, 
that they conceive it to be the 
chief, if not the sole means of sal- 
vation. ‘Those who donot believe 
that itrequires immersion to consti- 
tute baptism have more than once 
given satisfactory, and scriptural 
reasons for their practice; it Is 
therefore, unnecessary for us/o say 
any thing farther on this subject. 


Atthe capture of Rangoon in- 
India by the British, a part of the 
soldiers were lodged in the cele- 
brated temple of Shoedagon or Da- 
goung and the manner of the habi- 
tation is thus described in a letter 
from an officer. 

“On the 12th, a party proceed- 
ed to take possession of the grand 
Pagoda, about two miles from the 
town, and found Mr. Roy, . Capt. 
Hill, and others, confined in a 
dungeon from which they were 
instantly released. ‘Two guns 
planted on the top of the steps 
leading to the Pagoda, were re- 
peatedly fired at the party but 
without effect—being pointed too 
high. This pagoda and the grounds 
about it, are now crowded with 
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European infantry and artillery, 
being one principal point without 
the town, which is garrisoned 
chiefly by the Madras Sepoys. 
The scenes that now occur at this 
extensive and gorgeous temple, 


‘are of a nature singularly edd, and 


amusing. For want of quarters, 
the men and officers thrust them- 
selves into every little shrine and 
niche—some of theseare sutflicient- 
Jy spacious to admita table and a 
chair, or a cot—others serve as a 
receptacle for boots and shoes, 
beef and biscut. Round the neck 
of one divinity is suspended a belt 
and bayonet, while another has its 
lap full of knapsacks and cartridge 
boxes. Theears of others offer 
convenient pegs tor a hat or a tinpot, 
and their shoulders for a soldier’s 
jacket. In short, never were a set 
of poor Deities so meanly employ- 
ed or so familiarly treated. The 
great Guadma in particular, has 
his bands full of business, and 
much charge oj old clothes. | 
was particularly diverted with one 
figure of a size larger than life, 
placed in an erect posture to be- 
stow a blessing apparently on 
another prostrate at his feet. The 
hand and armraised for the above 
purpose supported one end of a 
hammock, while boxes and can- 
teens hung round his neck, and 
the poor supplicants’e back served 
as a good seat fora soldier quietly 
cleanmg his accoutrements and 
smoking his pipe ; much as | had 
heard of this celebrated pagoda, it 
far exceeded my expectations in 
extent and splendor, as well as in 
the richness, delicacy, and! may 
say taste of the ornaments and 
carved work with which the 
principal temple, and hundreds of 
others that surround it, are loaded. 
In the human figure only taste and 
execution are defective. 


THANKSGIVING. 


The Governor ef this state haé 
appointed “ Tuesday the 21st day 
of December newt, as a day of pub- 
lic prayer and thanksgiving.” 


Day of Prayer and Thanksgiv- 
ing i Ohio.—In pursuance of a 
resolution of the Legislature of 
Ohio, passed on the 25th of Feb- 
ruary last, Governor Morrow has 
issued his proclamation, dated the 
23d ult. appointing Thursday the 
25th instant as a day of prayer and 
thanksgiving, and rest from unne- 
cessary labour; earnesly recom- 
mending to the people of that state, 
that “they meet together at their 
respective places of public worship, 
and unite in the exercise of religious 
thanksgiving, to God, for the mani- 
fold blessings he has bestowed on 
our country; and that, by fervent 
suplication and prayer ata throne 
of grace, they implore the continu- 
ed manifestations of his goodness 
and protection to our institutions 
of government; that our civil and 
religious liberty may be preserved 
from the efforts and machinations 
of allied sovereign despots, and 
effervescence of domestic faction, 
and may remain unimpaired by the 
intemperate zeal of party, and the 
unhallowed hand of the innovating 
political projector; that the admin- 
istration of the government may 
be conducted on the principles, 
and with a view to the ends for 
which these institutions were estab- 
lished; for a blessing on our semi- 
naries of learning, that they may 
be the nurseries to rear and quali- 
fy for extensive usefulness the youth 
of our country, and to furnish the 
props and pillars to support and 
adorn our political and social edi- 
fice; that the messengers of peace: 
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under a dispensation of mercy and 
grace, may be successful in dis- 
se ninating the light aad kaowledge 
of truth; that justice and righteous- 
ness may be extensively promoted ; 
that the blessing of peace may be 
continued, and tue common bene- 
fits of life may still be bountifully 
afforded.” 

The resolution ofthe Legislature 
of Onio in reference to a day of 
thanksgiving and prayer, and the 
proclamation of the Governor ap- 
pointing the day, must be gratify- 
ing to Christians, not only of that 
state, but every other in the Union. 
It is hoped the day will be devout- 
ly observed by Christians of all 
deivminations in Ohio, and that 
the example of the government and 
people of that state will be imitat- 
ed in other states, which are under 
equal if net superior obligations of 
gratitude to the Giver ofall good, 
and areas absolutely dependent on 
him for future blessings, but seem 
strangely averse to any public ac- 
knowledyment of his over-ruling 
Providence and exuberant bounty. 

The governor of New-Jersey, 
has appointed Thursday the 9th of 
December to be observed as a day 
of public Thanksgiving and Pray- 


er. 


The Synod of Kentucky recently 
held their annual meeting in Shel- 
byville. The Narrative of the 
state of religion within their bounds 
is published inthe Western Lumi- 
nary. Theirchurches are gener- 
ally living in peace. Some things 
are encouraging, and others the 
reverse. Speculative, and espe- 
cially practical infidelity still ex- 
istsin their bounds, and other errors 
under different names.—Sabbath- 
breaking and profaneness are too 
prevalent. Not more than one 


tenth of the population of the state, 
it is believed, profess religion in 
any church. Among provfessors, 
iniquity too much abounds, and 
the love of many waxes could. It 
is feared that family religion is too 
much neglected; that there are 
few wrestling Jacobs and prevail- 
ing Israels. Notwithstanding these 
causes of humiliation, the Synod 
express thankfulness to God that 
he has not forgotten Zion. In a 
number of churches, weekly prayer 
meetings are held, Bible classes are 
in Operation ; catechetical instruc- 
tion is communicated; Bibles are 
circulated ; and pretty liberal con- 
tributions are made for benevolent 
purposes. There are several can- 
didates and licentiates .under the 
care of this Synod,.and there are 
some missionaries from the east. 
From the imperfect reports of the 
Presbyteries presented it appears 
that 82 adults and 564 infants have 
been baptized in the last year, and 
377 have been admitted to full 
communion. In a few places, 
there appears te be a considerable 
anxiety for the out-pouring of the 
Spirit, and it is hoped the prayers 
of Christians will be answered.— 
_ {Pits Ree. 

Synod of North-Carolina.—This 
judicatory of the Church of Christ 
met, according to adjournment, at 
Statesville, in Iredell county, on 
Thursday the 14th Oct. and clo- 
sed its sessions on Saturday eve- 
ning. On Saturday, the education 
society, composed of the Synod of 
North-Carolina, and of which the 
moderator for the time being ts ex- 
officio president, held their annu- 
al meeting, and received the re- 
ports of the several presbyteries, 
who compose branches of the so- 
ciety. Irom these reports, it ap- 
pears that the funds of the institu- 
tien are hecoming respectable ;—- 




































™ ~~ | 














276 


ne eee 


and much good to the cause of the 
Redeemer is anticipated. In the 
afternoon, the missionary society 
of the state of North-Carolina con- 
vened ; the Rev. John Robinson, 
one of the vice presidents, took the 
chair. Owing to the absence of the 
treasurer, and other officers, no 
annual report was made. ‘The of- 
ficers of ‘the last year were re- 
elected, except that Dr- M’Phee- 
ters was chosen treasurer ; the or- 
dinary business of the society was 
attended to, and several new mem- 
bers received. 

The most important business 
transacted by the synod, was, the 
division of the presbytery of 
Concord into three presbyteries, 
to be called the Concord, Mecklen- 
burg, and Bethel presbyteries.— 
The first ‘Thursday of December 
ensuing, was set apart by the sy- 
nod as a day of humiliation, fast- 
ing and prayer. This measure 
was adopted, from witnessing the 
rigiiteous judgments of a holy God 
abroad in our land. In some parts 
of our bounds, alarming and fatal 
diseases have prevailed to an un- 
usual extent; in many places the 
means of subsistence have been 
almost cut off, by long contined 
and distressing drought; in others, 
the late violent and successive 
rains have proved still more de- 
structive ; and, almost universally, 
wickedness abounds, and * the 
love of many waxes cold :”’ at the 
same time, we are called upon, to 
unite our thanksgiving and praise, 
for many distinguished and unmer- 
ited blessings—that, in a part of 
our boonds, health and abundance 
have prevailed. 

In the afternoon, the missionary 
sermon was preached, by the Rev. 
Mr. Robinson, and a collection a- 


mounting to near thirty dollars,was 
taken up. 


Burman Mission. 


During the free conversation on 
the state of religion, within our 
bounds, no subject appeared to 
excite so much interest as Sabbath 
schools. In all instances, they 
seem to have been greatly blessed. 
This appears to have been the 
case throughout the religious world. 
On this subject, christians of all 
denominations appear to unite.— 
In England, on the continent, and 
in our own country, the peculiar 
blessing of Almighty God has at- 
tended them. It is contemplated 
to establish a “* Sabbath school un- 
ion society,”’ in this county, to be 
made auxiliary to the ‘* American 
Sabbath School Union,” at Phila- 
delphia.— West, Carolinian. 


BURMAN MISSION. 


We have been furnished with 
the substanee of several communi- 
cations just received from the mis- 
sionaries at Ava. ‘The latest date 
is February 19, sveral months 
earlier than the reported capture 
ofRangoon. Noinformation from 
the latter city has been received. 

Dr. and Mrs. Judson had locat- 
edthemselvesin Ava. The health 
of Mrs. Judson was in an improved 
state. Dr, Judson had put upa 
temporay board-building for his 
residence, and for the accommo- 
dation of a female school. He so- 
licits assistance from the Board to 
erect a brick building, as a greater 
security from the ravages of fire, 
which in Ava are frequent and 
fearful. Dr. J.’s letter is dated 
February 19. 1824. He was sis 
weeks onhisjourney from Rangoon 
to his present residence. From 
recent occurrences, it may be sup- 
posed, that the Emperor had_be- 
come less friendly to foreigners ; 
the missionaries, however, express 
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uo apprehension as to their person- 
al safety. 

Dr. Price, in his letter of Janu- 
ary 28, observes, that he was super- 
intending some mechanical ar- 
rangements that appeared highly 
acceptable to the king. His house 
was nearly completed, and the 
king seemed gratified with its situ- 
ation and appearance, andexpress- 
ed his desire thatsimilar ones might 
be built on the Golden River. 
Dr. Price had nearly become 
master of the spoken language.— 

Star. 

The Treasurer of the American 
Bible Society acknowledges the re- 
ceipt of $1669 82 during the month 
of October. The issues from the 
Depository during the same month, 
were 2487 Bibles, 3291 Testa- 
ments. Total 5728—value, $3059 
64, 


Another vessel sailed, in the 
beginning of the week, with emi- 
grants to Hayti.—Rel, Chron. 

A Rev. Justice in England lately 
sentenced two Baptist Ministers 
to the tread Mill, because they 
were soliciting subscriptions to- 
wards building a church, They 
were kept 25 days at the mill be- 
fore they were released. One 
broke a blood vessel by the labor. 
The people take their part, a law 
suit will follow, and enough be re- 
covered probably to finish the 
church, if devoted to that purpose. 
This shews the absurdity of the 
opposition. 


The 3d Presbyterian Congre- 
gation of this city have passed an 
almost unanimous resolution to 
give a call to the Rey. Mr. Al Bur- 
tis, of the city of New-York. 


Lowliness of mind ts nota flower 
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that grows in the field of nature, 
but is planted by the finger of God 
in a renewed heart, and learned of 
the lowly Jesus. 


ANECDOTE, 


The following anecdote from 
the Pittsburgh Recorder was re- 
lated before one of the English 
Bible Societies by the Rev. Leigh 
Richmond. 

At a meeting in the south, of the 
British Foreign Bible Society, a 
stranger arose and addressed the 
Chairman. Sir, in a seaport town 
there lived a drunken and _profli- 
gate man; and, one day, as he was 
walking near the sea in a state of 
inebriation, his son, a boy about 3 
years of age, came to him, and 
frequently asked him for something 
to eat; but, having spent all that he 
had earned, he had nothing to give 
him ; and ina fitofdespair, he threw 
him into the sea, and there left him 
to perish, staggering home, scarce- 
ly knowing what he had done. 
But that God, wiio presides over 
the waters as well as the dry land, 
led his infant hands to cling toa 
plank that floated near him. The 
sea rolling outwards, carried him 
with velocity fromthe shore, where 
he was seen by a ship of war pass- 
ing atthe time. At first they per- 
ceived something floating on the 
surface of the water at a distance ; 
but, as they came nearer, one of 
the sailors, who had a glass, cried 
out with astonishment, “Jt is a 
child !”? Some of the seamen, re- 
gardless of the danger, instan tly 
leaped into the @ea, and brought 
him safe to the ship. The poor 
child could only tell them his name 
was Jack, and from taat time he 
received the name of Poor Jack. 
The humanity of the crew led them 
to take care of him. The boy 
was steady and grew in favour with 
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the officers as well as men; he be- 
haved well in many engagements 
and was appointed to the olfice of 
taking care ofthesick and wounded. 

In an action of the late war, 
when he was performing his oflice, 
anaged and infirm seaman came 
under his care ; but all Poor Jack’s 
attention could not preserve the 
old man from his approaching dis- 
solution, which he saw was draw- 
ing very near. At that very mo- 
ment, the dying man thus address- 
edhim; “Forthe great attention 
you have shown me, | give you the 
only treasure | am possessed of, 
which was given me by a lady, 
(presenting him with a Bible, with 
the mark of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society on it,) which has 
been the means of my conversion, 
and a great comfort to me in my 
hour of adversity. Take it, and 
with it, my dying blessing. Read 
it; it wili lead you in the paths in 
which you should go.—But you 
know not what a wretch lam: I 
feel diffident to tell you; but it will 
alleviate my sorrows, and ease my 
conscience.—Formerly | was a 
profligate man, anda very great 
sinner; and one day as | was walk- 
ing on the beach, intoxicated even 
to madness, my child repeatedly 
asked*for bread—I had none te 
give him; and in that very hour, 
prompted by something worse than 
bad, | perpetrated a deed which 
rends every fibre of my heart even 
to relate—I murdered my child— 
I dashed him headlong among the 
merciless waves.” ‘What, your 
son ?°—** Yes, Pileft him to the 
mercy of the devouring elements.” 
Where, and how long ago””” He 
then related the circumstance 
above referred to, and Jack recog- 
nised in the dying sailor, his own 
father. Itis needless to attempt, 
as it 1s impossible to describe the 





scene of mutual joy, affection, and 
gratitude to Heaven which now 
took place. The father had found 
his son, and the son his father, 
who expired in his arms, After 
the death of his father, Jack re- 
turned to land—left the nautical 
profession, and in the course of a 
few years became a_ minister. 
Every heart sympathized with the 
stranger at the narration : when, to 
the astonishment of every one 
present, the narrator closed, bow- 
ing to the chair, in these impres- 
sive words, “1, sir,am Poor Jack.”’ 
EXAMPLES OF DYING INFIDELS. 


The wicked is driven away in his 
wickedness. Proy. xiv. 32. 


With the talents of an angel, a man 
may be a fool. Younae. 


4.Mr. William Emmersin was 
at the same time an infidel, and one 
of the first mathematicians of the 
age. ‘l‘hough, in some respects, 
he might be considered as a worthy 
man, his conduct through life was 
rude, vulgar, and frequently im- 
moral. He paid no attention to 
religious duties, aud both intoxica- 
tion and profane language were 
familiar to him. Towardsthe close 
of his days being afflicted with the 
stone, he would crawl about the 
floor on his hands and knees, some- 
times praying, and sometimes 
swearing, as the humour took him. 
What a poor creature is mat: with- 
out religion! Sir Isaac Newton 
died of the same disorder, waich 
was attended, at times, with such 
severe paroxisms, as forced out 
large drops of sweat that ran down 
his face. In these trying circum- 
stances, however, he was never 
observed to utter the smallest com - 
plaint, or to express the least impa- 
tieace. What a striking con‘rast 
between the coadact of the iniidel 
and the christian ! 
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5. Monsieur Voltaire, during a 
long life, was continually treating 
the holy scriptures with contempt, 
and endeavouring to spread the 
poison of infidelity among the na- 
tions. See, however, the end of 
sucha conduct. In his last illness 
he sent for Dr. Tronchin. When 


the doctor came. he found Voltaire~ 


in the greatest agonies, exclaiming 
with the utmost horror | am aban- 
doned by Ged andman. He then 
said doctor, I will give yeu half of 
what | am worth, if you can give 
me six months life. The doctor 
answered, sir, you cannot live six 
weeks. Voltaire replied, then | 
shall go to hell, and then you will 
go with me ! andsoon after expired. 

This is the hero of modern infi- 
dels! Dare any of them say—Let 
me die the death of Voltaire, and 
let my last end be like his ? Won- 
derful infatuation! He occupies 
the first niche in the French pan- 
theon! That he was a man of great 
and various talents, none can deny ; 
but his want of sound learning, and 
moral qualifications, will ever pre- 
vent him from being ranked among 
the benefactors of mankind, by the 
wise and good. Such an hero, 
indeed, is befitting a nation un- 
der judicial infatuation, to answer 
the wise ends of the Governor of 
the world. Ii the reader has felt 
himself injured by the poison of 
this man’s writings, he may find re- 
lief for his wounded mind, by care- 
fully perusing Findlay’s Vindica- 
tion of the sacred books from the 
misrepresentations and cavils of 
Voltaire ; and Lefan’s letters of 
Jewsto Voltaire. The heary in- 
fidel cuts but a sorry figure in the 
hands of these sons of Abraham. 

6. The last days of David Hume, 
that celebrated deisi, were spent 
in playing at whist, in cracking his 
jokes about Charon and his boat, 


279 


and in reading Lucian and other 
entertaining books.—This is a 
consummatum est worthy ofa clever 
fellow whose eanscience was sear- 
ed as with a hotiron! Dr. John- 
son observes on this impenitent 
death bed seene ‘‘ Hume owned he 
had never read the New Testament 
with attention. Here then was a 
man who had been at no pains to 
enquire into the truth of religion, 
and had continually turned his mind 
the other way. It was not to be 
expected that the prospect of death 
should alter his way of thinking. 
unless God should send an angel 
to sethim right. He hada vanity 
in being thought easy.’ Dives 
fared sumptuously every day, and 
saw no danger but the next thing 
you hear of is—In hell he lift up 
his eyes, being in torments ! 

These examp'es are such as give 
but little encouragement to any 
person who has a proper con- 
cern for his own welfare to embark 
either in the athiestic or deistic 
scheme. In those cases where the 
conscience was awake, the unhap- 
py men were filled with anguish 
and amazement inexpressible. 
And in those other cases where 
conscience seemed to be asleep, 
there appears to be nothing enyia- 
ble in their situation, even upon 
their own supposition, that there 
is no after reckoning. If to die 
like an ass is a privilege, I give 
them the joy of it! Much good may 
it do them! May I die like a 
Christian, having a hope blooming 
with immortal expectations ! 

Rel. Advocate. 


THE UNKNOWN GRAVE. 


Four months since, a dog took 
his station near a grave in the 
Church-yard of St. Bride, Fleet St. 
It has remained since upon the 
























































































































































spot, and is fed by several of the 
inhabitants, who send him food 
daily. Ashe will not depart, a 
house has also been placed for him 
in the church yard. ‘The animal 
howls when the sound of the organ 
is heard, and during divine service 
the grave-digger takes him to the 
engine house. No one can tell 
where the dog came from. He sits 
upon a particular grave, but as 
there is no name or headstone, the 
mmate of the tombisalso unknown. 
Lendon paper, April 28th 1824. 


From the (Lohkdon ) Labelle Assemblee; 1824. 


It is the grave of one whose very name 
Hath passed away! We know the Sum- 


mer sun 
Shone on him once, and warm’d his 
joyous blood, 

The Spriog’s nectarious gale breathed on 
his cheek, 

And wafted health and pleasure; days 
as fair, 

And skies as bright and blue, as_ smile 
on us, 


On him too smiled ir all their golden pride. 

Our knowledge goes no farther—Poor 
unknown! 

No tongue can tell his story—’tis a tale 

Unheard by human ear—and unreveal'd 

To buman eye—Alas ! no pious hand 

Hath raised one fond memorial of love 

Over that sod. Where are his kindred ? 
the 

Who should have soothed him ’mid his 
mortal pangs, 

And sweetened by their tears the cup of 
death ? ‘ 

Ob! where are they ? who closed his 
faded eyes, 

And followed his cold clay to its last 
chamber ? 

Are they nomore—or did he die forsaken ? 

Not so—one friend still faithful to the 
last, 

Clove to him in that hour of agony, 

Watch’d his pale course, and followed 
to the tomb 

Him whom he loved in life—nor left 
him then! 

See where he lies upon that lowly grave, 

In sullen sorrow—deaf to every voice 

Would lure him thence—Hark! how 
beneath the moon 

He howls a ruquiemo’er the buried form 

Now hid forever from his grateful eye! 








Shame on thee man! what are thy hollow 
friends bips 

Compared to love like this? Come here 
and Jearn 

A grateful lesson from yon faithful brute ! 

Ponder on all it teaches—then go hence, 

With chastened feelings and an humbled 
heart L. 8. 5. 


The following beautiful and af- 
fecting line’, are taken from a 
small volume entitled, ‘“‘Songs by 
the Way,” by the Rev. Mr. Doane, 
late of the city of New York. 


LIFE’S LITTLE LINES. 


“ Noting, ere they pass away, 
The little lines of yesterday.” 


Life’s *¢ little lines,” how short, how faint 
How fast they fade away : 

Its highest hopes, its brightest joys, 
Are compassed in a day. 


Youth’s bright and mild and morning light 
Its sunshine and its showers, 

Its hopes and fears, its loves and tears, 
lis heedless, happy hours ; 

And manhood’s high and brighten’d noon, 
Its honors, dangers, cares, 

The parent’s pains, the parent’s joys, 
The parent’s anxious prayers, 

Fade in old age’s evening gray, 
The twilight of the mind; 

Then sivk in death’s long, dreamless 

night, 

And leave no trace behind. 


Yet, though so changing and so brief, 
Our life’s eventful page, 

It has its charms for every grief, 
Its joy for every age. 


In youth’s, in manhood’s golden hours, 
Loves, friendships, strew the way 
With April’s earliest, sweetest flowers, 
And all the bloom of May ; 

And when old age, with wiotry hand, 
Has frosted o’er the bead, 

Virtue’s fair fruits survive the blast, 
Wien all besides are fled ; 

And faith, with pure unwavering eye, 
Can pierce the gataer’d gloom, 

And smile upon the spoiler’s rage, 
And live beyond the tomb. 


Be ours, then virtue’s deathless charm, 
And faith’s untiring flight ; 

Then shall we rise from death’s dark sleep 

To worlds of clondless light 


